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OPEC ends Madrid talks 

MADW® (R) — Eight Orc.t nii.it i,»r» of Oil Expelling Cdinurk--. K Ji'tt » 
nnty^tS ended three days of talks aitwrii it iruunim: ihe L’limr Sarurit.iv 
jndSWd'to'*^ mcc1 ■ 1 S J ‘n ir. Vimiw W. 1" *1 am wrt h.iiipv u.ih 
rth* doKPrnc of the meeting," Uf*f.(_ |*r«>M<kiil Kil«anu Lutnun. 
Lolapsi K»W reporter the run-up the new meetim; would r .,\ v OPEC 
nitftttlc^ i° consul: their g-'-VL-rirniL-nii on plans i»i curb oil 
pyfljucfitti and iknki weak world prices Lukman jni\c no mds.-ition «>f 
wfcrt progtcvjhaj been nude m rcctin-.'iiiug tMicrrtitV- between Iran and 
IrM.W earlier in me «Jj\ Iraq* ml Minister Isvmh Abdul Rahim Al 
Ch«abt* Bd: "I t™nk we are mm m e toward.*, mi j.-rcemer.s " twr pan- 6) 
fiw M«lnii taks were aimed at brm-uig the two sides {. either and 
eodio§ * twoyc Jf dispute over oil pnbs\ wiirdi Isas kepi Itaubdad out ol 
Opct production agreement*. l.uknun said. "fitriwi-ni n.m mJ So-, i" 
we art pffi 10 ,K ‘ Vcr l* tniS > Pc >pfc u til he talking and cu haii-yn.; v ic w> 
so that by Nnv, 1 t wc have someilun:; sen cuficrel” in ««ur hands' - 



Iraq to release 25 Iranian PoWs 

NICOSIA (API — Iraq announced Saturday it would release 25 Iranian 
prisoners of war (PoWs) and called on Iran in reciprocate the measure. A 
spokesman uf the Iraqi Foreign Ministry said the International Committee 
of the Red Cross lICRO was asked to send a delegation to organise the 
prisoners' repatriation, the Iraqi News Agency ilNAl reported. The 
spokesman was quoted as saying Iraq will have returned o-S5 sick and 
aging Iranian prisoners with the Idlest release. He called on Iran to 
reciprocate, adding Iran “would be held fully responsible for any delay in 
ending the sufferings of the PoW\ and their families," ISA reported, the 
spokesman said that Iran “had ail along dealt with the Po\V\ issue as a 
political one, in order to exploit it for the purposes of Iran's expansionist 
policies." A commentary nnTehran Radio Saturday stressed that Iran this 
week announced it was ready to exchange prisoners of war and ihat it was 
ready 10 free more sick PoWs “os suun as Iraq Likes a similar step.” 
According ro the Red Cross, Iran has 5U.1K2 prisoners and Iraq 19.284. 
Bui U.N officials and diplomats in Iran and Iraq suv (ran holds 
nU,UUU-7U,lAA) prisoners and Iraq 30.lMXKsiJ.tl00. 
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Namibia talks move to Geneva next week 

UNITED NATIONS (R) — Representatives of the United States. 
Angola, Cuba and South Africa will resume talks in (Geneva next week 
aimed at » Namibia independence settlement. a U-N. source said 
Friday. The source said the session would be preliminary to a return 
tu the negotiating table in the Congo capital of Brazzaville. According 
[o a U.N. source, the Geneva meeting could begin as early Wednesday. 

5. Arabia starts refund of pension payments 

RIYADH (Rl — Saudi Arabia has begun repaying more than Si 
billion to foreign workers who subscribed to a pension fund wound up 
last year, expatriates said Saturday. They said they had begun to 
receive cheques from the General Organisation lor siidol Insurance, 
which had collected an estimated five billion rivals ($1.35 billion j for 
the fund before King Fahd cancelled it last year. 

100th U.S. Congress adjourns 

WASHINGTON (R) — The 100th Congress adjourned in the early 
hours Saturday after passing a sweeping ami-drug bill and measures 
to raise $4 billion in taxes and increase penalties fur insider trading 
fraud. Lawmakers approved dozens of bills and allowed others to die 
in a final rush to adjourn and return home for campaigning before 
Not. 8 presidential and congressional elections. The drug bill, which 
President Reagan is expected to sign, includes the death penally for 
drug-related murders and siilT fines for drug users. 

Soviets invite Seoul opposition leader 


SEOUL |AP) — South Korea's top opposition leader. Kim Dac-Jung, 
has received an invitation from a Soviet institute to visit Moscow, aides 
said Saturday. Kim got the invitation last week from Georgy Arbatov, 
a member of the Soviet Communist Party's Central Committee, the 
itedfoiih-- aides said. 
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ISLAMABAD (R) — Guerrillas fighting the Soviet-bucked Afghan 
government rocketed and shelled the northern town of Kunduz 
Saturday, killing two people and wounding 14, Kabul Radio said. The 
radio said rebels fired 40 rockets and 30 mortar shells into Kunduz, 
capital of Afghanistan's Kunduz province which borders the Soviet 
Union. 

Morocco, India restore diplomatic ties 


RABAT (R) — Morocco and India have agreed to restore diplomatic 
relations with immediate effect after a three-year rift, the Foreign 
Ministry said Saturday. Rabat severed relations in October 19X5 after 
tie comp® : India recognised the self-styled Saharan Arab Democratic Republic 
c on thru (SADR) proclaimed by Pulisario guerrillas fighting Morocco for 
repon in Ti. control of Ihe Western Sahara, 
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Qatar beheads 2 convicted of murder 
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BAHRAIN (R) — Qatar Saturday beheaded two men found guilty of 
murder, an Interior Ministry official contacted by telephone from 
Bahrain said. He declined to give their nationalities. The Qatari News 
Agency named them as Yousef Hassan Ahmad and Mohammad Zaid 
Al Shimari. The agency said the first accused had been found guilty of 
beating a man to death bnt gave no details of the second crime. 

Soviet leader to visit India 
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NEW DELHI (R/ — Soviet leader Mikhail Gorbachev will make a 
three-day visit to India from Nov. 18 to 21. his second in two years, 
official sources said Saturday. Gorbachev, elevated to the presidency 
,es. can art in September, last visited India in November, 1986, The sources said 
>,"av and i? ! Gorbachev will hold at least two sessions of talks with Prime Minister 
ne The Al‘£ Rajiv Gandhi. They said he would also be awarded the Indira Gandhi 
eni wmp Peace Pri 2 e, named after the prime minister’s mother and predecessor 
r.irttdJG® who was assassinated in 1984. 

'te'St Gunmen kill 13 in Punjab 

CHANDIGARH (AP) — Suspected Sikh extremist* *bot and killed 13 
\ ati people Saturday, including a state leader of the ruling Congress Parly . 
police said. N achat tar Singh a Congress leader and president of the 
Punjab National Motor Transport Union, was gunned down as he got 
off a bus in the village of Badhni Khurd, police said. In Firuzpur 
district, five gunmen armed with assault rifles opened fire on a group 
of “untouchables" in a resettlement colony near the Pakistan border. 
Twelve were killed instantly and seven others were wuunded, police 
said. 
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Thousands mark Machel’s death 

HARARE (AP) — Thousands of Zimbubwean-s Saturday flocked tu 
rallies throughout the country to commemorate the death two years 
ago or.Presidenl Samora Machd of Mozambique. Machel, who led 
Zimbabwe's eastern neighbour to independence from Portugal in 1975 
after guerrillas fought a decade-long war against colonial rule, was 
killed wfaen his Soviet-crewed aircraft crushed inside South .Africa Oct. 
19, 1985. An international inquiry found the tragedy was an accident. 
Bui Mozambique and Zimbabwe have long maintained that South 
Africa somehow engineered the tragedy. 


South Africa unveils new weapon 

Of ^ * 

- JOHANNESBURG fRj — Pretoria's secretive arms 

****' ‘ 
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flourishing despite an international boycott, unveiled Saturday a 
highly mobile armoured car. Called the Rouikat. which in the 
Afrikaans language means a ly ax-like cal called the caracal, the 
■ i weapon was proudly presented to the public by Defence Minister 
Tflti .:<■ Magnus Malan. Weighing 27 tonnes hut capable of driving at 120 km 
per hour, the vehicle is touted as ideally suited to warfare in biudi and 




desert terrain. It looks like a tank except that it has wheels. 

British minister arrives in S. Arabia 

"RIYADH (R) — British Minister of state for Foreign Affairs William 
Wal degrave arrived in Saudi Arabia Saturday for a one-day official 


iuWjgJI 

ilyCr visit, a’ British embassy ollkial said. WaJdegrave. on a Gulf tour, is 
scheduled to meet Saudi Foreign Minister Prince Saud AJ Faisal and 


Gulf Cooperation Counril (GCC.) Security General Abdullah Bishara. 

Woman detained carrying photos of hostages 
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MILAN (AP) — Authorities detained a Lebanese woman who was 

ajU 3 ^' carrying pictures of three Amtricun hostages and documents in a false 
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1tt . ■ if bottom in her suitcase* police said Saturday. Iht woman slopped 
Thursday at Milan's Unute airport was carrying photos of Terry 
gj d’*’ / Anderson, Thomas Suiheiiand and Alann Steen to be given to an 
Italian businessman, said Fortunaio Finuli, deputy director of the 


I* J]J«F 

vvTth 


i ^ Milan potict anti-terrorist unit. She alwi carried a hand-written letter 
signed by Steen, he said. Police refused to say who was to ultimately 
receive the pictures and documents, or why they were being sent. The 
woman arrived on a Middle East Airlines flight from Beirut and her 
suitcase was examined thoroughly, like those of many other Lebanese 
passengers, police said. 



Abdul Meguid describes Aqaba talks 
as important element towards peac e 

King, Mubarak, 

Arafat discuss 
int’I conference 


I IK Majesty King Huv»ein. Egyptian President 
hold talks in Aqaba Saturday tlVira photo) 


llusni Mubarak and I’Ll) Chairman Yasser Arafat 


HizboIIah buries its dead in 
Israeli raid, vows revenge 


BEIRUT t Agencies) — 
Lebanese resistance lighters 
vuuclI revenge Saturday as they 
hurrcil six pt-upk- killed by Fri- 
day's Israeli air raid m Lebanon's 
Bek. i a Valley. 

Fighters r'rnm lli/b<>H.ih (Puny 
««( Ciod l . wearing military fati- 
gues. hoisted the six col fins 
shoulder-high as they marched 
through the narrow uupaved 
streets ol M.ishghara ti» the 
cemetery, witnesses said. 

“Israel. Israel, our fighters will 
nut kneel down .. we shall take 
revenge." chanted fist-waving 
militants. 

Prayers echoed across Mush- 
ghara and black flags fluttered 
Irom balconies. 

Israeli warplanes flew thunder- 


• nis su pci Mime runs over the 
ancient city ol Baalbek in east 
Lebanon overnight, fuelling fears 
ol .hi imminent attack on the 
mam stmnghold ol Hi/holkdi. 
police said Saturday. 

The rare nightmare overflights 
came hours after Israeli tighter- 
bombers and helicopter gunships 
blasted Palestinian and Hi/hoH:ih 
bases, apparently in retaliation 
for Ihe killing ol seven Israeli 
soldiers in a suicide car bombing 
Wednesday 

Police said Saturday the tinai 
death loll climbed to lt» when one 
ol the wounded died. The total 
number of people wounded stood 
:il 34. 

Kidnappers holding at least 
two American h ■•stages 


threatened to punish them, 
charging the United States had 
given advance approval to Israel 
to stage the attack. 

The threat came in a typewrit- 
ten Arabic statement released in 
Beirut with an instamatic colour 
picture of American journalist 
Terry Anderson, the longest-held 
foreign captive in Lebanon. 

Police said sonic booms jolted 
the population of Baalbek out ot' 
their beds as Israeli jets crashed 
the sound harrier m several low 
altitude runs alter midnight (2200 
GMT Friday). 

"They've seldom done such a 
thing since the N82 invasion,'* 
said'a police spokesman. "People 

(Continued on page 2) 


AMMAN (J.T.) — His Majesty King Hus- 
sein, Egyptian President Hosni Mubarak and 
Palestine Liberation Organisation (PLO) 
Chairman Yasser Arafat held talks at Aqaba 
Saturday on various regional and interna- 
tional dimensions of the Palestinian problem. 


Berri hits rightists, says 
no election before reform 


BEIRUT (R) — Lebanese mili- 
tia leader Nubih Berri accused 
his rightist rivals Saturday ol 
trying to split the country and 
said the result would he like 
splitting an atom. 

Berri. head of the Amal mili- 
tia. said in an interview with 
Reuters and Visnews television 
agency the only way to end Leba- 
non's political crisis was to unite 
its rivjl and governments. 

"I hope new violence will not 
flare because no side can win 
against the other, but 1 cannot 
make any guarantees Ivcause the 


conspiracy is very hig," said 
Berri. 

“Lebanon mm is like an atom 
that it you break wilt explode and 
have dangerous consequences on 
its suriouiiditigs." tie said. 

Berri is also justice minister in 
the cabinet led by acting Prime 
Minister Salim Al 1 loss. 

The I loss government is vying 
lor power with one led by army 
commander Michel Aoun, a 
Christian Maronite appointed a 
month ago by Amin Gcniayel in 
his final act as president. 

Gemayel ended his term Sept. 


22 without a successor having 
been chosen and the country is 
still without a head of state. 

Bern accused the hardline 
r'glifit Lebanese Forces militia 
ul trying to set up its own Maro- 
nite state and said it had sabot- 
aged the presidential election. 

Parliament met twice to elect u 
successor to Gemayel but failed 
both times because of boycotts by 
Christian deputies opposed to Sy- 
rian-backed candidates. 

A stay-away by Christian de- 
puties also forced the cancellation 
(CoDiimied on page 3) 


The Jordan News Agency. Pet- 
ra. said the three leaders concen- 
trated on the importance of con- 
vening an international peace 
conference on the Middle East 
under United Nations auspices 
and attended by the five perma- 
nent members of the Security 
Council and all panics involved 
in the conflict. Petra noted that 
the idea for such a conference 
enjoys the support of most coun- 
tries. 

Egyptian Foreign Minister 
Esmat Abdul Meguid termed the 
tripartite ralks as *‘a historic 
meeting and... an important ele- 


ment towards peace." 

Abdul Meguid said the talks 
had been friendly and were tak- 
ing place in “an atmosphere of 
brotherhood and under- 
standing." 

He told reporters Mubarak be- 
lieved in the need for cooperation 
and understanding between Jor- 
dan and the PLO. 

“This meeting embodies that 
concept." he said. "No doubt its 
effects will be beneficial regard- 
ing peace moves towards a" just 
and lasting solution." 

The meeting comes right be- 
fore a crucial Nov. I election in 


Israel, fought partly over future 
peace plans. 

The election pits the Likud 
bloc, which opposes any “territo- 
rial concession" to the Arabs, 
against Labour, which favours an 
international peace conference 
and says it will give up part of the 
occupied West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. 

King Hussein said in an inter- 
view with the LLS. ABC televi- 
sion network Thursday that the 
plans of Labour leader Shimon 
Peres were “a step forward," and 
that a Likud win would be “an 
absolute disaster.” 

The King said Jordan was still 
willing to form a joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian peace delegation “if 
the Palestinians seek it and ask us 
categorically." 

Mubarak said in an interview 
published Thursday in the Egyp- 
tian daily A! Ahram that the next 

(Continued on page 2) 


Israeli troops shoot 9 
Palestinian protesters 


OCCUPIED JERUSALEM (Rl 
— Israeli soldiers shot and 
wounded at least nine Palesti- 
nians in protests in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip Satur- 
day. Palestinians said. 

Troops firing on protesters in 
the border town of Rafah, 
wounded a 15- year-old boy and a 
42-year-old man. an army spokes- 
woman said. She said two soldiers 
were injured by stones in the 
clash. 

A lo-year-old boy was wound- 
ed by a plastic bullet and a 
13-year-old girl was hit by a rub- 
ber bullet when troops fired to 
disperse demonstrators in Khan 
Younis. the spokeswoman said. 
Palestinians reported a fifth 
shooting injury in Sha’ti refugee 
camp. 

In the West Bank, soldiers shot 


and wounded three protesters 
Palestinians said. They said sol- 
diers beat a boy in the village of 
Fahme. 

Troops closed off the village of 
Si'ir, near Hebron, during a 
march to mourn a local inhabitant 


found dead in a military prison 
Friday. 

An army spokesman said Ibra- 
him Yasser Mohammad Al 
Matur, 32, arrested in July on 

(Continued on page 2) 


Congress hears calls for Lithuanian independence 


VILNIUS, the Soviet Union (Rl 
— A Lithuanian intellectual who 
spent 1 1 years as a political prison- 
er urged full independence for 
the Soviet republic Saturday in a 
fiery speech at a congress broad- 
cast on radio and television. 

“Only by removing Soviet 
troops from our country can inde- 
pendence and freedom be 
achieved. Sovereignty means full 
independence," Antanas Ter- 
iack.is told the founding Cong levs 
of Sa judis, the Lithuanian Move- 
ment for Perestroika. 

To resounding applause, he de- 
nounced the 1939 Nazi-Soviet 
pact under which the Bailie re- 
public was absorbed into the 
Soviet Union. 

“We will never coinc to terms 
with the Mdlotov-Ribbentrop 
pact." he said. "We demand that 


I lie government declare the treaty 
illegal.” 

Terlackas is a leader of the 
Lithuanian Freedom League, 
which has been condemned by 
Communist Party authorities 
here. A raly it called Sept. 2S, 
which drew 5,188) people, was 
banned and ended in clashes with 
police. 

The broader- based Sajudis, 
which claims about 1. <t l.tKJU active 
supporters, has won the backing 
of the republic's new Communist 
Party leader Algirdas Bruzauskas 
with more moderate culls for 
greater autonomy within the 
Soviet Union. 

However, some speakers from 
Sajudis called tor a referendum to 
decide Lithuania's tuiuie and did 
mu exclude the possibility of a 
vote to secede from the Soviet 


Union. 

Earlier, the 1,1(8) delegates 
rose to their feet to applaud 
Bra/auskas and broke into 
Lithuanian national songs os he 
made his first public speech since 
hi s appointment Thursday. His 
predecessor resigned after only 
nine months in office. 

"We used to have the slogan: 
■The will of the party is the will of 
the people'." Brazauskas told 
them. "We must reverse this 
now. We say: ‘The will and plans 
of the people are the will of the 
party'." 

Founded in June. Sajudis is 
broadly modelled on the popular 
fronts which have seized the poli- 
tical initiative in Estonia and Lat- 
via in recent months. The three 
oncc-indcpcndcm Baltic states 


were all incorporated into the 
Soviet Union in 1940. 

Brazauskas, admitting the 
Communist Party had misjudged 
ihe movement in the recent past, 
promised to pash for the republic 
to be given economic autonomy 
from Moscow and for a curb on 
major industrial projects which 
pollute the environment. 

He urged that the party should 
finally clarify the events which led 
to Lithuania's incorporation and 
the repression in the years that 
followed under Soviet dictator 
Josef Stalin. 

"It is not enough to condemn 
those who committed crimes. It is 
our duty to honour those who 
defended Lithuania and our cul- 
ture. We must wipe the tears of 
our children," he said. 


Papandreou returns home to hero’s welcome 


ATHENS (R) — The Greek 
Socialist Party faithful turned out 
in thousands Saturday to give 
Prime Minister Andreas Pjipau- 
dreou a hero's welcome when lie 
returned from two months 
abroad for a heart operation. 

Socialist supporters swarmed 
over security barriers at Athens 
airport and swamped the prime 
minister’s plane, waving flags and 
banners and chanting "Forward 
Andreas for a new Greece.” 

The 69-year-old prime minister 
seized upon the opportunity to 
introduce his new girlfriend, a 
blonde airline stewardess half his 
age, to ihe nation. 

He waved and blew kisses to 
the rapturuus crowd, then turned 
and beckoned to the smiling 34- 
year* old Dimitra Liani to join 
hint as he descended the ramp 
from the aircraft. 

The crowd screamed 
"Andreas, we are with you. The 


whole country wanes you." The 
airport w;ln turned into a sea of 
blue and while Greek flags and 
the green flags of the Pasok 
Socialist party which Papandreou 
founded 14 years ago. 

It took almost an hour to drive 
the prime minister's limousine 
from the plane to the airport exit 
as his fans surged forward and 
covered the automobile in red 
and white carnations. 

Crowds lined the main avenue 
from the airport to the city centre 
2U kilometres away. Socialist sup- 
porters had arrived in special 
Pasok buses from the countryside 
and 250.IKH) posters of Papan- 
dreou were put up around Athens 
in recent days. 

Some 6 , 188 ) police were called 
out to guarantee security along 
the route and all traffic in central 
Athens was halted while the offi- 
cial motorcade passed. 

Security forces were also de- 


ployed around Liani’s home in 
the nonhern suburb of Plateia, 
appearing to confirm newspaper 
reports that Papandreou may 
cho»*e to stay with her. 

The love affair became public 
knowledge shortly after he was 
rushed to London August. 25 for 
heart surgery. Several days later 
Papandreou and Liani were 
photographed walking hand-in- 
hand in the hospital gardens. 

The prime minister then 
announced from his hospital bed 
that he would divorce his Amer- 
ican wife of 37 years, Margaret, 
upon his return to Athens. Since 
then he has been photographed 
regularly with Liani at his side. 

Papandreou underwent a 
seven-hour operation Sept. 30 to 
replace the aorta valve which 
carries blood from the heart and 
also surgery for three heart by- 
passes. 

The prime minister, who had a 


reputation for years of being a 
bon vivani, appeared consider- 
ably thinner but looked healthy 
and spoke in clear, precise sent- 
ences. 

“I am filled with gratitude for 
the Greek people who assisted 
me during the lough limes of my 
personal struggle. I believe this 
assistance was crucial to my suc- 
cess," he said in a television 
interview aboard his plane. 

Papandreou's prolonged abs- 
ence has seen the main opposi- 
tion, the centre-right New Demo- 
cracy Party, launch a series of 
blistering attacks on the Socialist 
government. 

New Democracy leader Con- 
stantine Mitsotakis has called in 
recent weeks for immediate 
elections but tbe Socialists, who 
won easy victories in 1981 and 
19S5. have until next June before 
they must go to the nation. 


PNC to consider 
four main options 


CAIRO (Agencies) — The Pales- 
tine Liberation Organisation 
(PLO) leadership will present 
four options to the forthcoming 
meeting of the Palestine National 
Council (PNC), according to 
PLO Chairman Yasser Arafat. 

Arafat, who made a brief sto- 
pover in Cairo before flying to 
Aqaba with Egyptian President 
Hosni Mubarak, was quoted as 
saying by the Middle East News 
Agency (MENA) that the four 
options were: declaration of a 
Palestinian state under occupa- 
tion. declaration of a state and a 
provisional government, forma- 
tion of a provisional government, 
or a call for temporary interna- 
tional supervision of the occupied 
territories. 

He repeated that the PLO 
accepts ail U.N. resolutions on 
the Palestinian problem, saying: 
"International legitimacy is an 
indivisible whole and we recog- 
nise all resolutions, including 242 
and 338." 

"No power in the world can 
pick and choose from the resolu- 
tions what to accept and what to 
reject," he said in a reference to 
Israeli and U.S. rejection of the 


U.N. General Assembly Resolu- 
tion 181. 

A senior PLO official said Fri- 
day that the PNC meeting would 
lay down the basis for political 
progress in the Middle East. 

Bassam Abu Sharif, a dose- 
adviser to Arafat, said the PNC 
would consider declaring a 
Palestinian government and 
homeland. 

The PNC agenda also con- 
tained a manifesto which would 
form the backbone of the Palesti- 
nian political movement, he told 
reporters. 

Abu Sharif said the manifesto 
would contain key provisions on 
establishing a just peace in the 
Middle East and removing obsta- 
cles to covening an international 
peace conference. 

He forecast that the PNCs 
decisions would give impetus to- 
wards peace and would be con- 
structive and positive — contrary 
to Israeli suggestions. 

Abu Sharif said he hoped the 
next LLS. president would play a 
constructive role by accepting les- 
sons from the 10-month Palesti- 
nian uprising in the occupied 
West Bank and Gaza Strip. 







On the Occasion of 

The Prophet's Birthday 



x 


ARAB BANK 

has the honour to convey to 

Lug cifiiasR' Kuos Limsm 


and to the Jordanian people 

its felicitations and 
most cordial wishes. 
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Jordanian-Palestinian 
information project 


Setting 


figures 

traight 
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AMMAN — The first statistical 
bulletin from the West Bank and 
Gaza covering 1967-1986. com- 
piled mostly from Arab sources, 
will soon hit universities and re- 
search centres throughout the 
world. 

; Since the Israeli occupation in 
1967, the Arab World has re- 
ceived most of its statistical in- 
formation on Palestinians under 
Occupation from Israeli sources. 
ITiis information, according to 
Secretary General of the joint 
Jordanian Palestinian Commit- 
tee, Dr. Fuad Beseisu, “is not 
accurate.*’ 

Initially, the information on 
the occupied territories 'is 
gathered by Arab employees at 
the Israeli Department of Statis- 
tics, but is published by the head 
of the department, “who is al- 
ways Israeli." said Beseisu. 
adding “when the information 
reaches Israeli authorities' hands, 
numbers are altered.” 

Playing with the statistical in- 
formation has allowed the Israelis 
to show the world “the occupa- 
tion is a blessing, not a burden, 
and that life in the occupied 
territories has been improving, 
not deteriorating, since 1967,” he 
said. 

Moreover, these indicators are 
basic for analysing the situation, 
needs and services, and conse- 
quently responsible for improving 
life in the occupied territories, 
Beseisu said. 

For example, the joint Jorda- 
nian Palestinian Committee, re- 
sponsible for the bulletin, disco- 
vered that Israeli statistics on 
agriculture and produce stated 
that the Gaza Strip produces milk 
and eggs for export. “This is not 
true,” Beseisu said, “but it shows 
that the occupied territories are 
producing enough to export" and 
are not poverty striken as has 
been portrayed by the media. 

Israeli statistical indicators 
have also shown that the Palesti- 
nian population has decreased. 
“Their statistics say that the 
Palestinian population is 1.5 mil- 
lion instead of 1.8," said Beseisu, 
attributing the play with numbers 
to the "demographic struggle.” 

He explained that the Israelis 
do not include Palestinians who 
left Palestine in 1967 or those 
Palestinians who leave their 
homeland for one year. Both are 
considered permanent immig- 
rants. in the Israeli count of the 
inhabitants of the occupied terri- 
tories, "they (the Israelis) only 


count the number of birth certifi- 
cates,” said Beseisu, pointing out 
that a large number of Palesti- 
nians do not register their chil- 
dren. 

Even though there is a 300,000 
inhabitant difference between the 
Israeli and Arab statistics, the 
data bank on occupied Palestine 
has registered the number of 
Palestinians at 1.5 million. “Un- 
less we have an accurate number 
of the inhabitants, all we can say 
is that the number of Palestinians 
in the occupied territories far 
exceeds 1.5 million," be con- 
tinued. 

Although the committee has 
had to depend somewhat on 
Israeli sources, “we are aiming to 
liberate ourselves totally from 
this dependence." The commit- 
tee has cooperated closely for the 
past nine years with ministries 
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Curiously enough, the numbers 
of beds in hospitals dropped from 
3082 in 1967 to 2822 in 1987. 

These tables will serve as raw 
data to help facilitate the analysis 
process for researchers and all 
official, public and private bodies 
interested in the occupied terri- 
tories or working for the stead- 
fastness of Palestinians. “We 
want them to have accurate in- 
formation which will allow them 
to help the Palestinians on an 
•accurate basis." 

Three main studies prepared 
by the committee will supplement 
the data bank by providing analy- 
sis to the statistics compiled. 
Population and demographic 
struggle; labour force develop- 


layed since not all their (Israeli) 
statistics for 1987 have not yet 
been published.” 

However, Beseisu hopes that 
the second bultetin will be pub- 
lished in 1989 updating the statis- 
tics on the occupied territories, 
with conservative bulletins fol- 
lowing. Beseisu added that spe- 
cialised bulletins with more de- 
tailed tables will accompany the 
yearly bulletins, “for example a 
bulletin on combat statistics: the 
numbers of fighters, detainees 
and martyrs." 


Ever since Israel occupied the West Bank 
and Gaza Strip in 1967, figures on 
Palestinian statistics — population, eco- 
nomy, education etc. — have never been 
accurate. According to Dr. Fuad Beseisu, 
secretary-general of the Joint Jordanian- 
Palestinian Committee for the Steadfast- 
ness of the Palestinian People in the 
Occupied Homeland — the inaccuracy of 
figures and facts released by the 
occupation authorities is part of the Zion- 
ist state’s political strategy. A new project 
seeks to rectify the situation . Najwa 
Najjar reports: 


and statistically departments in 
Jordan; research centres of the 
Palestine Liberation Organisa- 
tion; the statistical bureau in 
Damascus, Syria; regional and 
international bodies to accumu- 
late statistics from 1967 to 1986. . 

The tables within the bulletin 
cover population resources, 
Israeli colonies, foreign trade, 
foreign aid, education, health, 
local administration and produc- 
tion in the occupied territories. 

There are statistics which show 
that the number of Israeli col- 
onies built in 1967 to 71 were only 
19. This number jumped to 222 
colonies in 1987. The number of 
hospitals in the occupied territor- 
ies was 31 in 1967, which had 
increased to only 33 by 1987. 


ment; and realms of industrialis- 
ing food are presently being 
translated into English. 

The committee has already 
started distributing the bulletin, 
which appeared in June 1988, to 
ministries and statistical depart- 
ments in Jordan. Distribution of 
the bulletin will reach Arab uni- 
versities, universities world-wide 
which have Middle East centres, 
main research bodies regionally 
and internationally and all inter- 
national bodies. 


A network is presently being 
planned which will allow for indi- 
viduals in the occupied territories 
to feed their computers informa- 
tion. The information will reach 
the main data bank in Amman 
“in one way or another." “This 
data bank will serve as an in- 
formation bank on the ongoing 
social and economic develops 
ments in the occupied territor- 
ies,*’ he said. 

Also on the agenda is informa- 
tion gathering by referring to all 
PhD theses on Palestine done in 
Jordanian universities. This pro- 
ject is to start within a few 
months, according to Beseisu. 

In addition to updating the 
data bank on the occupied terri- 
tories, the committee has started 
gathering information on all of 
Palestine, including statistics on 
the Israeli economy and society; 
and on the Arabs living in Israel. 
Beseisu hopes this bulletin will be 
out in 1990. 

The fourth project included 
plans for the near future is a 
bulletin containing statistics on 
Palestine during the British Man- 
date period. 


The only drawback of the bul- 
letin is that the statistics are not 
up to date. Beseisu explained, 
“there is usually a time lag be- 
tween publication and statistics.” 
Since die committee depends on 
Israeli statistics, “we will be de- 


The joint Jordanian Palestinian 
Committee was formed during 
the 1978 Baghdad summit for the 
purpose of assisting Palestinians 
in the occupied territories. Jor- 
dan’s decision to sever adminis- 
trative and legal ties with the 
occupied territories did not affect 
the status of the joint committee. 

Beseisu pointed out that the 
Jordanian government officially 
announced that the severing of 
ties would not affect Jordan's 
assistance to the Palestinians. 
During the last meeting between 
Jordanian and PLO officials, a 
decision was reached to keep the 
joint committee. 


Ammoura’s watercolours show 
confidence, technical ability 


By Meg Abu Hamdan 
Special to the Jordan Times 


AMMAN — The work of Alia AI 
Sbanti Ammoura, now on show 
at the Alia Art Gallery, is decep- 
tive. At first it seems to be a fairly 
straight forward exhibition of 
well executed watercolours of still 
life objects and of the wonderful 
north Jordan scenary. Look again 
and you will see that these sub- 
jects are merely vehicles by which 
Ammoura expresses her own 
very personal feelings and emo- 
tions. 

To a certain extent all land- 
scape artists do this, picking out 
scenes either conciously or sub- 
consciously. that appeal to them 
on an emotional level. More 
often one suspects the views are 
chosen simply because of their 
innate natural beauty. The scenes 
Ammoura choses. bar a few of 
the conifers around Ajioun and 
Dibbin, are not even terribly 
attractive let alone beautiful and 
mostly the lonely desolate views 
she paints act only as a foil for the 
wonderful windswept skies that 
fill. Turner like, most of the 
paper. 

Not for Ammoura the pure 
blue untroubled skies of Jordan's 
long summer months, but rather 
the dark turbulent winter skies 
across which skud huge billowing 
clouds, grey and threatening, 
that have their origins beyond the 
horizon. Highly emotive these 
skies are balanced by the loneli- 
ness of a dry and empty country- 
side that is dwarfed beneath 
them, crossed by diverging paths 
each significantly seeming to lead 
to nowhere. 

In other paintings , like one of 
the “Landscape from the North" 


series, in place of the clouds, 
Ammoura has broken the wide 
arc of the sky up into planes of 
soft and subtle shades which gent- 
ly nudge each other this way and 
that, imparting life and move- 
ment to the whole scene. Some- 
times these planes, these wide 
brushstrokes of wash cut upwards 
through the line of the horizon 
like plumes of smoke. And in all 
her -landscapes, however dark 
and wild, there is always light. 
Often it is just a touch of orange 
that glints through the distant 
trees. At othertimes it is like the 
last rays of the setting sun, low 
and slanting, blurring the edges 
of reality. 


ART REVIEW 


Ammoura's quicker more 
spontaneous landscapes reveal 
her talent for using vertical and 
horizontal elements to take 
essentially simple scenes interest- 
ing and memorable as for exam- 
ple in “After the Harvest." 
Beyond the two cypress trees and 
the lamp stand, the low flat coun- 
tryside around Irbid stretches out 
to the horizon, miles away, while 
in her sketches of Amman, TV 
aerials and tall church towers 
produce the same effect. 

While equally well painted 
Ammoura's still life composi- 
tions, unlike the landscapes do 
not carry such strong emotional 
undertones. Rather they are stu- 
dies on how best to convey in her 
chosen media the shape, the tex- 
ture, the feel of things. The best 
among these works is the painting 
of the grapes, translucent and 
luscious and those devoted to the 
depiction of the rose where she 



A still life by Alia Al Shanti Ammoura 


captures to perfection the play of 
light on the soft surfaces of the 
petals. But in all the paintings 
one gets the feeling she is not so 
much interested in the objects as 
their background to which she 
devotes great attention capturing 
every nuance of shade and 
colour. 

Ammoura's first tentative de- 
partures into her husband's main 
field of work, portraiture are also 
very successful. Particularly good 
is her rendering of a bedouin 
woman. In brushstrokes of deep 


browns. lit wirh tiny streaks of 
orange Ammoura emphasises the 
swing of the hips, the curve of the 
face and the deeply inset eyes. 

Since her last exhibition almost 
two years ago here in Amman, 
Ammoura has matured greatly, 
her work showing a greater confi- 
dence and technical ability. This, 
coupled with her talent to paint 
landscapes with the power to 
move the viewer, put her among 
the top Jordanian painters. The 
exhibition runs until Thursday, 
Oct. 27. 


Tripartite talks in Aqaba 


(Continued from page 1) 


few days would witness a “con- 
solidation" of the Arab side for 
possible peace talks. 

“It is now for Israel to make up 
its mind and declare that it opts 
for peace and is ready to accept 
the obligations peace entails,” he 
said. 

The King hosted a dinner in 
honour of Mubarak and Arafat 
Saturday night. It was attended 
by Prime Minister Zaid Rifai. 


of the Egyptian and PLO delega- 
tions accompanying Mubarak and 
Arafat. The Egyptian delegation 
included Abdul Meguid, Mubark 
advisor Osama Al Baz, Presiden- 
tial Secretary-General Zakaria 
Azmi and Cairo's ambassador to 
Jordan. The PLO delegation in- 
cluded Executive Committee 
members Mahmoud Abbas. 
Abdul Razak Al Yahya and 
Mohammad Milhem and Arafat 
advisor Hani Al Hass an. 


Israeli troops 


(Continued from page 1) 


Royal Court Chief Marwan Al 
Qasem hosted a dinner in honour 


. Court Minister Adnan Abu 
Odeh and Foreign Minister Taher 
Al Masri also attended the 
dinner. 


suspicion of throwing a firebomb 
at an Israeli bus, “committed 
suicide” and that the army was 
investigating the precise cause of 
death. 

Family members accused the 
army of beating him to death. 
Matur’s parents told Reuters they 
found seven stitches behind his 
right ear, bone fractures in one 
hand and both feet and bruises on 
his head. 

They said they saw him last 
Oct. 13. when he told them he 
was afraid something might hap- 


pen to him after he had argued 
with an prison officer. 

Matur was at least the fourth 
Palestinian whose death in prison 
has been attributed to “suicide" 
since the outbreak of the Palesti- 
nian uprising in the occupied ter- 
ritories more than 10 months ago. 
At least 309 Palestinians have 
died in the revolt. 

In Haifa, a soldier injured in 
Wednesday’s car bomb attack by 
resistance fighters in South Leba- 
non died of his wounds Saturday, 
Israel Radio said. He was the 
eighth Israeli to die from the blast 
just north of the Israeli border. 


Hizbollah vows revenge 


Bern 


(Continued from page 1) 


are' afraid their city will be the 
next target for Israel's retaliation 
to the suicide bombing.” 

Amal militia leader Nabih Ber- 
ri said: “It is not a matter of 
revenge. It is an ongoing war 
between us and Israel. The resist- 
ance, be it Lebanese, nationalist 


or Islamic should respond to 
Israel’s acts in doubled strength 
and maintain its jihad.” 

Asked whether he thought Isla- 
mic Jihad kidnappers would carry 
out their threat against Anderson 
or educator Thomas Sutherland. 
Beni told the AP: “You have to 
ask them (the kidnappers).” 

But he went on to denounce 


the kidnapping of foreigners as 
“an unjustified 


and unforgivable 

enme. ' 

Asked if he believed the 14 
foreign hostages held in Lebanon 
would be released soon, Bern 
said that would happen “only if 
deals were struck between the 
kidnappers and the hostages' gov- 
erments." 


“No deal. No' release,’ 
stressed. 

Bern, who also is justice minis- 
ter in Lebanon's dual goverment, 
described the Wednesday’s cur 
bombing of the Israeli convoy as 
“a shining star in the sky of the. 
resistance against the Israeli 
occupation of South Lebanon.” 
“It is our right to struggle for 
the liberation of our land,” be 
said. 
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CULTURAL 
CENTRES 
& LIBRARIES 


Jordan National Gallery: Contains a 
collection of paintings, ceramics, and 
sculptures fry contemporary Islamic 
artists from most of the Muslim coun- 
tries and a collection of paintings by 
19th Century orientalist artists. Munta- 
zah. Jabal Luweibdeh. Opening hours: 

10.00 a.m. - 1.30 p.m. and 3.00 p.m.- 

6.00 p.m. Closed Tuesdays. Tel. 
630128. 

Martyrs' Memorial (Military 
Museum): Collection of military 
memorabilia dating from the Arab 
Revolt of 19)6. Sports City, Amman. 
Opening hours 9.00 a.m.-4.00 p.m. 
Closed Saturdays. Tel. 664240. 


SERVICE CLUBS 


Royal Cultural Centre .. Tel. 661026/7 

American Centre 644371 

American Centre Library 641520 

BQtish Council 636147/8 

French Cultural Centre 637009 

Goethe Institute 641993 

Soviet Colrural Centre 644203 

Spanish Cultural Centre 624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre 639777 

Haya Arts Centre 665195 

Hussein Youth Citv 667181/6 

Y.W.C.A 641793 

Y.W.M.A 664251 

Amman Municipal Library .... 637 111 

Univ. of Jordan Library 843555 

Abdul Hamid S ho man 

Foundation 672541 

Amman Municipal Library .... 637111 


Tbe Amman Lions Club. Meetings 
every first and third Wednesday at the 
Regency Palace hotel. 7:30 p.m. 
Lions Philadelphia Clnb. Meetings ev- 
ery second and fourth Wednesday at 
the Ammon Hold. 7:30 p.m. 
Philadelphia Rotary Clnb. Meetings 
every Wednesday at the Holiday Inn, 
1:30 p.m. 

Rotary Chib. Meetings every Tuesday 
at the Intercontinental Hotel, 100 
p.m. 

Royal Automobile Clnb. Jabal Am- 
man. Eighth Circle. Tel. 815261 


Anglican Church (Church of the Re- 
deemer) Jabal Amman. Tel. 625383. 
chaplain’s residence tel. 601359. 
Armenian Catholic Church Ashrafich. 
Tel. 771331. 

Armenian Orthodox Church Ashra- 
ficb. Tel. 775261. 

Si. Ephraim Church (Syrian Ortho- 
dox) Ashrafieh. Tel. 771751. 

Amman international Church (Inler- 
dcnominalionjl); meets at Southern 
Baptist School in Shmci&ani. Tel. 
6S5326. 

Evangelical Lutheran Church (Church 
of the Good Shepherd) Amman, Ara- 
bic Service: Sunday 7 p.m. Rev. N. 
Smir 811295) 

Rainbow Congregation (meets at the 
Good Shepherd's Church) Interdeno- 
minational -ecu menial English Service; 
Saturday 6:30 p.m. tel. §22605. Rev. 
Vcli. 

Tbe Church of Jesus Christ oT Latter- 
Day Saints (Mormon) TeL 815-817. 
821-264. 
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12:00 London. Cairo (BA) 


DEPARTURES 

ROYAL JORDANIAN 
FLIGHTS 
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(RJ) 


winds becoming fresh at times and seas 
calm. 

Min./max. temp. 

Amman 13 / 27 

Aqata !” 17 / 33 

Deserts 15/28 

Jordan Valley 18/34 

Yesterday's high temperatures: Am- 
man 26. Aqaba 31. Humidity readings: 
Amman 27 per cent. Aqaba 25 per 
cent. 

USEFUL 

TELEPHONE 

NUMBERS 


FOR THE 
TRAVELLER 


PRAYER TIMES 


QUEEN ALIA 
INTERNATIONAL 
AIRPORT 


19:45 

11:00 

11:20 

Jl;40 

12:15 

19:40 

2040 

20:10 

20:30 

20:45 

2fcS0 

2140 

21:15 

21:30 


Rome (RJ) 

Vienna. New York (RJ) 
Tunis. Casablanca (RJ) 

Istanbul (RJ) 

Aqaba. Cairo (RJ) 

Kuwait (RJ) 

Larnaca (RJ) 

Cairo (RJ) 

Abu Dhabi. Dubai (RJ j 
Jeddah. Sana'a (RJ) 


Baghdad (RJ) 
Damascus (RJ) 


Bangkok (Rjj 


Singapore, Kuala Lumpur (RJ 

OTHER FLIGHTS (Terminal 2) 


MUSEUMS 


■•Children's Heritage and Science 
Museum." Fun and knowledge for ail 


04:24 Fair 

05:11 (Sunrise) Duha 

U.20 Dhuhr 

14:29 -Asr 

I&59 Maghreb 

18:16 isha 

CHURCHES 


This information is supplied by Royal 
Jordanian (RJ) information deport- 
ment at the Queen Alia International 
Airport Tel. (OS) 53200-5. where it 
should always be verified. 


ages, plus a small planetarium at the 
Haya Arts Centre. Open aU week 9:00 
a.m. - 1:00 p.m. and 3:30 p.m. - 6:00 
p.m. Closed on Friday. 


ARRIVALS 

ROYAL JORDANIAN 

FLIGHTS 

(Terminal 1) 


(RJ) 


Folklore Mnsctmi: Jewelry and cos- 
tumes over 100 years old. Also mosaics 
from Madaba and Jerash (4th to 18th 
centuries). The Roman Theatre. Am- 
man. Opening hours: 9.00 a.m.-5 p.m. 
Year-round. Tel. 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: Has 
an excellent collection of tbe anti- 
quities of Jordan. Jabal Al QaJ’a 
(Citadel HiK). Opening hours: 9.00 
a.m.-5.00 p.m. (Fridays and official 
holidays 10.00 a.m. to 4.00 p.m.). 
Closed Tuesdays. 


Sl Joseph Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Amman. Tel. 624590. 

Church of the Anmmdadon (Roman 
Catholic) Jabal Luweibdeh, Tel. 
637440. 

Dc fat SaQe Church (Roman Catholic) 
Jabal Hussein. Td. 661757. Sunday 
English mass (summer time 6 p.m.. 
winter time 5 p.m.). 

Temsanta Church (Roman Catholic), 
Jabal Luweibdeh. mass in Italian lan- 
guage, meet every Saturday at 5:30 
p.m. Tel; 6223*6 

Church of the Anmmciarioo (Greek 
Orthodox) Abdali, Tel. 623541. 
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Bulletin supplied by tbe Department of 
Meteorology. 


Another increase in temperature will 
occur, and clouds will appear at diffe- 
wilf be somb- 


re cl heights. Winds 
easterly moderate, becoming fresh at 
times, with dusty conditions in the 
desert areas. In Aqaba, it win be dusty 
weather with northerly moderate 


NIGHT DUTY 

AMMAN: 

Dr. Nabil Al Maridi 655898 

Dr. Yahya Abdul Rahim 736465 

Dr. Ahmad Olhman 786384 

Dr. Mohammad Al Awadi 74139] 

Pirns pharmacy 661912 

Fcrdows pharmacy 778336 

AJ Ascma pharmacy 637055 

Nairoukh pharmacy 623672 

M Sal am pharmacy 636730 

Yacoub pharmacy 64494S 

Shmeisani pharmacy 637660 

TAXIS: 

Jtiajtaxi 640031 

Venice tan 544584 

ASIOurlaxi 623230 

Tamer taxi 813581 

663003 

; 604422 

Middle Easttaxi 604615 

IRBID: 

Dr. Fawwaz Al Momani (—) 

Al Sharaa’ pharmacy 985238 

ZARQA: 

Khalifch pharmacy 985417 

emergencies 

2* Directorate 661111 

Civil Defence Immediate 

Rescue 630341 

Civil Defence Emergency 190 

Restme p oBce .... 192. 621 nK637777 


Public Security Directorate .... 630321 

Hotel Complaints 605800 

Price Complaints 661176 

Water and Sewerage- 

Complaints 897467 

Amman Municipality 

Complaints 787111 

Idcphonc Information 

(directory assistance) 12 

Overseas Calls 17 

Central Amman Telephone 

Repairs 623101 

Abdali Telephone Repairs 661101 

Jordan Television 773111 

Radio Jordan 774111 

Water Authority 680100 

Jordan Electricity Authority .. 815615 
Electric Power 

_ Company 648411, 636381 

KJ Flight Information 08-53200 

Queen Alia Inti. Airport 08-52000 

HOSPITALS 

AMMAN: 

Hussein Medical Centre .... 813813/32 
^alidi Matemity. J. Aran ... 644281/6 
Aluleh Maternity, J. Amn. ... 642441/2 

Jabal Amman Maternity 642362 

Malhas. J. Amman 636140 

Palestine. Shmeisani 664171/4 

Snmeisaiii Hospital 669131 

University Hospital 845845 

Al-Muasber Hospital 667227/9 

666127/37 

AI-Ahli, Abdali 664164/6 

Italian. Al-Muhajreen 777101/3 

Ai-Bashir , J. Ashrafieh 7751 JM26 

Army, Marfca 891611/15 

( pueen Alia Hospital 602240/50 

Aj^Hospiuti 674155. 

Zarqa Govt. Hospital (09)983323 

&35S3SS "ffiggi 

mmm 

Princess Haya Hosphai .... (03)3141 n 

general 

jSSSBES ;;;;;;;;; SI5?T 

-S3. 

Corporaii0n 638301: 
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Al Hussein 
receives 
congratulatory 
cables 

AMMAN (Petra) — On the oeea- 
■iian of the Prop lie r Mohammad's 
Birth Jay- His Majesiy King Hus- 
jcift received cables of good 
wishes from senior officials' and 
representatives of public orga- 
nisations. These included the 
prune minister, speaker of rhe 
Upper House of Parliament, j 
Armed , Forces Commander-in- | 
Chief, the Islamic Chief Justice ! 
and the heads of public security, 
intelligence and civil Jc fence ser- 
vices. 

Arab ! 

philosophers 
establish 
society 

AMMAN (Petra. J.T) - An 
Arab Philosophical Society 
(APS) has been established with 
its headquarters in Jordan, in 
implementation of resolutions 
rafccn by Arab philosophers at 
their meeting here in December 
19S7. and with support from His 
Royal Highness Crown Prince 
Hassan, according to Dr. Ahmad 
Madi. the provisional president 
of the new society. 

In a statement to the Jordan 
News Agency, Petra. Madi said 
that Arab philosophers held a 
meeting in Aman in l‘AS3 and 
referred the question of such a 
society to the following meeting 
which was held in 19X7 under the 
patronage of Prince Hasson. ■ 
According to Madi the socie- 
ty's constitute™ assembly con- 
vened in Amman last month and 
endorsed the basic statutes and 
elected a board which includes 
representatives from Jordan. 
Syria. Lebanon, Egypt. Algeria 
and North Yemen. 

The society is now involved in 
preparations for the board's first 
meeting 

Madi noted that the society will 
pave the way for close •coopera- 
tion among Arab people special- 
ised in philosophy and encourage 
teaching of philosophy in rhe 
Arab World at the university and 
secondary school levels. 

Contacts are underway now to 
call philosophers from Arab 
states to join the new society. 
Madi added. 

Those joining the society 
shpidd" carry an MA degree in 
philosophy as a minimum and 
should have written a number of 
subjects or books on philosphical 
topics. Madi pointed out. 

The society plans to issue a 
gazette, publishing different arti- 
cles by Arab philosophers, and 
will launch eon tacts and coopera- 
tion with non- A rah philosophical 
societies. 

In his inaugural address to last 
December’s meeting in Amman, 
Prince Hassan said philosophy 
played an honourable role in 
shaping Arab and Islamic cul- 
tures. He expressed Hope that 
philosophy will assume its role in 
contributing 10 the advancement 
of society. 

Berri assails 

(Continued from page If 

of a parliamentary session last 
Tuesday at which a new speaker 
was due to be chosen. 

Berri said a new head of state 
could not be elected before re- 
forms were made to give Leba- 
non's Muslim majority □ greater 
sav in the Christian-dominated 


Jordan celebrates Prophet 
Mohammad’s Birthday today 


i and reclamation 


AMMAN (Petra. J.T.) — Jordan 
along with the Arab and Islamic 
nations Sunday celebrate, the 
Prophet Mohammad's Birthday 
with religious ceremonies tu be 
held in mosques and Islamic cen- 
tres around the Kingdom. 

The main ceremony will be 
held at the Grand Husseim Mos- 
que, downtown Amman, with the 
participation of leading scholars. 

A celebration will also he orga- 
nised h\ the Ministry of Auqaf 
and Islamic Affairs at AJ Hussein 
Youth City Sunday when minister 
of Swq.if and leading Islamic 
| scholars will address the audi- 


ence. 

The ministry lias organised 
olher acii via lies un the occasion 
which include among other things 
visits to hospitals and orphanages 
to offer gills to patients mid poor 
children and has arranged lor a 

campaign to raise funds fur needy 

people in different pans of the 
Kingdom in cooperation with (he 
Zakat (alms lot the poor) Fund. 

In addition, there will be sever- 
al seminars un radio and televi- 
sion and Islamic hook exhibitions 
will he held to mark the occasion. 
A statement by (he ministry’s 


committee in charge of the cere- 
monies said that a week-long 
cleanliness campaign at mosques 
around the country will be orga- 
nised in cooperation with Girl 
Guides and Boy Scouts. 

The committee will organise 
trips by school children to the 
tombs ol the Porphet’s compan- 
ions and several plays and com- 
petitions will be organised while 
contributions will be collected for 
charity. 

On the occasion, all govern- 
ment departments and public in- 
stitutions will he closed. 


ARC renews railway line 
to help boost phosphate exports 


AQABA (Petra, J T.) — The 
Aqaba Railway Corporation 
(ARC) this year replaced o2- 
fcilomeire length of rail between 
Barn A I Ghoul and Rum at a cost 
ot JD b.2 million, according to 
ARC Director General Maidi 
Galiamin. 

Oattainin said tha! work is now 
underway to renew the rest of the 
railway line which extends from 
Rum station to Aqaba port in (lie 
second phase of a pJjn to renew 
the lift kilometres line at a total 
estimated cost of JD 9 million. 
He said that the work was ex- 
pected to be completed by the 
middle of the coming year. 

Last year. Oattumin said, the 
ARC renewed r4 ktlomcrres of 
the line extending between Ma’an 


and Bain Al Ghoul. 

The renovation work entails 
replacing the old lines with new 
track that can hear greater axial 
weights reaching up to 2d tonnes 
and is designed to help carry 
mure shipments of phosphate 
(torn the mines in southern Jor- 
dan to Aqaba for export. The 
ARCs present capacity, seven 
million and a half tonnes 
annually. 


Last month, Oattumin was 
quoted us saying that the renova- 
tion work entailed the construc- 
tion of maintenance workshops. 

Once the new lines have been 
laid, Oattumin said, more 
locomotives and carriages will be 
required, especially as the new 
Shidich mine will' have started 
operations, thus increasing the 
quantities of phosphate to be 
exported. 


Sharif Zaid returns 

AMMAN 1 Petra) — Armed Forces Commander In Chief Reid 
Marshal Shafif Zaid Ibn Shaker has relumed to Amman following 
an official visit to Turkey during which he met Turkish military 
commanders and loured a number of military positions and 
institutions, as well as military industries and examined military 
training programmes (Petra). 


Tabbaa stresses importance of Arab 
cooperation in science, technology 


AMMAN (Petra, J.T.) — The 
Arab Organisation for Standar- 
disation and Metrology (AOSM) 
Saturday opened a four-day 
meeting at its headquarters in 
Amman to discuss a report by the 
organisation's secretary general 
on activities in the past stage and 
reports by sub committees 
charged with working out speci- 
fications and standards of a num- 
ber of Arab products. 

Minister of Industry and Trade 
Hamdi Tabbaa who opened the 
meeting, underlined the import- 
ance of cooperation among Arab 
countries in all fields, especially 
those connected with science and 
technology and affect the Arab 
people’s daily life. 

He said that among these are 
standards and specifications of 
different manufactured products, 
which if unified would help facili- 
tate the flow of trade among 
Arab countries. 

Jordan has realised the import- 
ance of specifications and stan- 
dards. and adopted unified sets 
for different national products, 
Tabbaj noted. 

He said that advanced science 
and technology necessitate the 
adoption of unified sets of speci- 
fications and standards in the 
Arab World; and increased con- 
cern over the development of 
world trade makes it imperative 
on the Arab states to take speedy 
measures. 

The minister reviewed the 
AOSM achievements since its 
establishment in 1967, and the 
role of unified sets of specifica- 
tions and standards in promoting 
inter- Arab trade. 

Since its establishment, the 


nomic and Social Council resolu- 
tions pertaining (o (he application 
of unified standards and speci- 
fications in order to stimulate 
Arab industry and trade. 

The AOSM has been estab- 


lished to unify technical terms 
and standard specification for 
products, and to assist in the 
establishment of national bodies, 
and collaborate with internation- 
al standards activities. 


say in the Christian-dominated h 

political system. AOSM ha * st *‘ U P J 3 sub-comm.t- 

’■Ii has now become clear that 


political reforms should happen 
before the election of a president. 
We will not have a president or a 
parliament without political re- 
forms," said. 

Berri defended Syria's political 
and military involvement in 
Lebanon, saying Damascus sup- 
ported Lebanese independence. 


nical aspects of specifications and 
issued nearly 1,1 JtlO Arab sets of 
standards, now considered as a 
basic element in Arab industry, 
ihe minister added. 

AOSM Secretary General 
Mahdi Hannoush addressed the 
meeting, outlining the organisa- 
tion’s achievements over Ihe past 
years: and underlined Arab Eco- 


WHAT’S GOING ON 

The .following listings arc compiled from monthly bulletins and 

the daily Arabic press. Readers are advised to verify the listed 

time and place with the concerned institutions. 

EXHIBITIONS 

* An art exhibition entitled “Bait Al "Arabi.'’ by Hana Sadik 
Beraudo, at the Royal Cultural Centre. 

* Children's book exhibition, at the Women’s Cultural, Social 
and Sports Club. Amman. 

* Exhibition: Photographs and maps of archaeological sites, at 
the Goethe Institute. 

» A paintings exhibition by Alia A! Shantj A tumours, at Alia Art 
Gallery, Insurance Building, Jabal Amman. 

4 An exhibition of paintings by Sudanese artist Mohammad 
Khalil, at Al Wasili Gallery. Plaza Hotel — I0:(K) a.nt, to 7:00 
p.m. 

£ Boot exhibition at the Yarmouk University. 

"f Drawing of dries, gardens, and commercial centres by German 
Artist Otto Herbert Hayek at Jordan University of Science and 
Technology. 

" Annual book exhibition at Prince Hassan Secondary' School, 
Karak. 

^ Book exhibition at the Cultural Centre, Salt. 

LECTURES 

-> Lecture on astrology at Abdul Hamid Shornan Foundation at 
6:00 p.m. 


NATIONAL NEWS BRIEFS 


SPORTS DECREE: A Royal Decree has been issued endorsing a 
law amending the sports federation codes, which defines the powers 
of the Sports Federation Council in its functions of sports promorion 
in Jordan (Petra). 

DRUG PROTOCOL WITH EGYPT: The Council of Ministers 
Saturday announced its approval of an Egyptian- Jordanian protocol 
on joint cooperation to combat drug trafficking, signed by the joint 
Jordunian-Egyptian Higher Committee's meeting in Amman last 
August (Petra). 

LOCUST MOVEMENTS: A meeting was held in Zarqa Saturday 
to discuss the monitoring of locusts in (he eastern regions of Azraq 
and Omari (Petra). 

ART COMPETITION: The Spanish Cultural Centre Saturday 
announced competition for young Jordanian artists. Each competitor 
can contribute two paintings on different subjects to be submitted 
before the end of December 1988. and awards will be given to the 
first three winners (Petra). 

WOMEN'S POLICE TRAINING: A ceremony was held Saturday 
at the Women’s Police Force headquarters in Amman to graduate 
new batch of policewomen who had taken the first basic course in 
police work. Colonel Husnieh Shahin distributed diplomas to the 
graduates and awards to those who had excelled (Petra). 

REHABILITATION GRADUATES: The Al Rajaa Rehabilitation 
Centre, whose students suffer from hearing trouble, and acquire 
basic skills through special education programmes, graduated its first 
batch of students in Amman on Saturday. The centre now offers 
basic education to 77 male and female students from the first 
elementary to the first preparatory classes (Petra). 

HAJ HASSAN RECEIVES ENVOY: Transport and Telecom- 
munications Minister Khaled Al Haj Hassan Saturday received ihe 
Tunisian ambassador in Amman and discussed with him relations in 
the field of transport and communication (Petra). 

GERMAN ART EXHIBITION: The vice president of Jordan 
University of Science and Technology Saturday opened an art 
exhibition by German Artist Otto Herbert Hayek. The seven-day 
exhibition includes paintings depicting gardens, commercial centres, 
and cities in West Germany (Petra). 

GERMAN OFFICIAL EXPECTED: West German senior foreign 
ministry official Helmut Schaefer is due here on Oct. 30 on an official 
visit to Jordan expected to last several days (Petra). 

ISLAMIC JUDGES: The Ministry of Awqaf and Islamic Affairs 
Saturday organised a competition for 22 candidates who applied for 
jobs as Shari’a (Islamic Law) judges in a number of Islamic courts in 
Jordan. The candidates are all graduates from the University of 
Jordan’s Faculty of Shari'u and Arab universities specialising in 
Islamic Law (Petra). 

YARMOUK BOOK EXHIBITION: A five-day book exhibition 
was opened Saturday at Yarmouk University by its president 
Mohammad Hamdan- On display are selections of books on different 
topics, ranging from religion and Arabic literature to history, 
information and economic; as well as children’s books (Petra). 

KARAK BOOK EXHIBITION: A book exhibition at Prince 
Hassan school in Karak displaying 6,500 books on different subjects, 
mainly sciences and computers has opened under the organisation of 
local Jordanian publishing houses (Petra). 

SALT BOOK EXHIBITION: A seven-day book exhibition was 
opened Saturday at the Cultural Centre in Salt, comprising scctioas 
on children, national heritage, sciences, literature, and religion 
(Petra). 

TRAINING COURSE: The Jordan Electricity Authority has 
opened a training course for 20 of Us employees to upgrade their 
skills and efficiency, organised in cooperation with Yarmouk 
University (Petra). 

JAFER YOUTH CENTRE: Minister of Youth A wad Khleifat has 
decided to establish a youth centre in Jafer to provide services to 
Badiu youth in the south eastern regions of the country (Petra). 

EMBEZZLEMENT CONVICTION: The milirary court has sent- 
enced Saadi Abdullah Hassan Salim to one year imprisonment and 
the payment of JD 800 fine for embezzling public funds (Petra). 

MAN JAILED FOR HASHISH: The military court has sentenced 
Yasser Ali Mohammad Jassem to one-and-a-half years imprisonment 
and the payment of JD 500 for trafficking with hashish (Petra). 


Restoring arid areas could 
triple farmlands, Dweiri says 


By Ma'moun Arar 

Petra 


AMMAN (Petra i — The University of Jordan is 
currently involved in studies designed to reclaim 
arid regions estimated at 12 million dunums of 
Jordan’s lands, and mostly located in the south 
eastern parts of the Kingdom. 


The university's agriculture 
faculty had been entrusted to 
carry out a three-year study be- 
tween 1985 and 1987, and laier 
was requested to extend (he study 
until 1991 , according to the facul- 
ty’s dean Dr. Mahmoud Dweiri. 

Arid regions in Jordan consti- 
tute nearly 13 per cent of the total 
area of the Kingdom, and their 
reclamation would add substan- 
tia! areas of cultivable land to the 
present farmed regions which 
constitute only six per cent of the 
lands in the Kingdom. Dweiri 
said. 

According to Dwein. the arid 
regions receive between 1<M* and 
2litl millimetres of rain water 
annually, and the Faculty of Agri- 
culture has been entrusted with 
the task of finding means to 
exploit rhe unused land through 
the employment of surface water 
arejs. improving the fertility of 
the soil, protecting the vegetation 
and, introducing new types of 
plants and shrubs to create pas- 
tures as well as planting crops 
that adapt well ro the climatic 
conditions in south cast Jordan. 

He said that the reclamation of 
land in these regions is bound to 
stem desertification and increase 
underground water storage. 

These areas, he added, should 
he reclaimed as soon .is possible. 
Otherwise nearby cultivable re- 
gions will he threatened. 

Dweiri said that Ihe total cost 
of the study, which entails ex- 
perimental plantations in a num- 
ber of areas, was estimated at JD 
!.t>42 million. 

The project's director. Dr. 
Awni Tu'eimeh. said that the arid 
regions receive small amounts of 
rain which come in the form of 
thunder showers which full in 
sudden bursts and flow off the 
soil, failing to seep into the 
ground. 

Another disadvantage is, of 
course, the high rate of evapora- 
tion due to the rise in tempera- 


ture in these regions which results 
in a poor vegetation cover for the 
land. Tu’eimeh added. 

The arid regions are also ex- 
posed to soil erosion, and another 
danger is uncontrolled grazing. A 
growing demand for lean meat in 
Jordan has naturally increased 
(he demand on pasture areas, and 
in these regions in particular un- 
controlled grazing has led to the 
loss of plant seeds essential for 
next year's crop. Tu'eimeh 
pointed out. 

The first phase of the project. 
Tu'eimeh said, entailed a general 
survey of soil jnd charring maps 
of its different types. Later, the 
faculty teams conducted a de- 
tailed survey ol different wild 
plants and shrubs growing in the 
and regions: and a topographic 
survey to determine the best loca- 
tions tor setting up earth dams. 
Tu’eimeh noted. 

He said that at the start of the 
plan it was decide J to set up three 
dams with a capacity of s5.UlkJ 
cubic metres each. Studies have 
shown that lakes behind earth 
dams can he filled four limes in 
each winter season, thus provid- 
ing a total of 34U.UUU cubic metres 
each per year. 

Tu’eimeh pointed out that 
since the dams were built early in 
19sn a iota! of 2.5 million cubic 
metres of water have been col- 
lected. 

In the past three years, he 
added, teams involved in the pro- 
ject have introduced new irriga- 
tion systems and created a large 
pool containing 3,000 cubic 
metres of water to be used in the 
summer and also built a large 
warehouse and offices for the 
staff. 

In addition, the teams have 
planted olive trees and laid the 
foundation for conducting hydro- 
logical studies to determine the 
quantities of rain water that can 
be stored underground. 
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Creating a garden out of the wilderness: a fruit tree grows in an arid 
area, fed by irrigation (above). Artificial pools catch rainwater tu 
save it for agriculture i below). 



Seminar recommends establishment 
of nurseries at mothers’ work site 


By Sana Attiyeh 

Special to the Jordan Times 

AMMAN — A seminar on 
breastfeeding which ended here 
Just week proposed several re- 
commendations to promote 
breastfeeding in the fields of leg- 
islations. health education, train- 
ing. services, breastfeeding prac- 
tices, research and development. 

Participants of the two-day 
seminar, which included ten 
working papers from Jordan and 
the United States, recommended 
ensuring policies on maternity 
leave, lactation breaks and estab- 
lishing nurseries at the site of the 
mother’s work in order to support 
the ability of working women to 
breastfeed successfully. 

It was suggested that a task 
force be established from the 
public and private sectors, includ- 
ing a full lime coordinator, to 
carry oul the responsibility of 
forming a national breastfeeding 
strategy and plan of action. 

The seminar, sponsored by the 
Ministry of Health, Noor Al Hus- 
sein Foundation (NHF) and the 
United States Agency for Inter- 
national Development (USAID), 
called fur a strengthening of in- 
terpersonal channels and direct 
communication with the target 
audiences through the mass 
media. It was recommended that 
such health education mass prog- 
rammes take the “social market- 
ing approach," to be consistent, 
continuous, long-term and based 
on updated scientific methods of 
local research and field surveys. 

A recommendation stipulated 
that theoretical and practical 
training of modern scientific 
aspects of breastfeeding should 
be included in the medical, nurs- 
ing and midwifery' school curricu- 
la. It was also proposed that there 
be training of experts in the de- 
sign, implementation and evalua- 
tion of competency-based breast- 
feeding training programmes. 

Including breastfeeding con- 
cepts and practices in education 
activities for all health care pro- 
viders. us well as traditional mid- 
wives, was also recommended. 
Participants suggested that there 
be emphasis on modem concepts 
and principles of breastfeeding 
within the school curricula as part 
of the educational reform move- 
ment. 

Other recommendations stated 
revising the practices in materni- 
ty-related services to support 
breastfeeding, including prenatal 


clinics, mother and child health 
care clinics ( MCH ). hospitals and 
foilow-up postnatal visits. 

It w as suggested to develop and 
utilise mothers support groups, 
and to provide specially-trained 
personnel for each MCH clinic 
and maternity unit to counsel 
mothers in breastfeeding. In 
addition, members of the seminar 
proposed extending existing ser- 
vices to ensure wider outreach for 
mothers delivering at home. 

The seminar also proposed that 
increased feasible research be 
undertaken into breastfeeding, 
with evaluation cf factors cuasing 
success or failure, and the influ- 
ence of cost-effective interven- 
tions, especially methods of 
education on breastfedeing. It 
was suggested that studies be 
conducted on current practices 


concerning the use of colostrum, 
and comparing breastfeeding and 
bottle-feeding' in their effects on 
infections in the new-born, and 
during infancy. 

The seminar outlined a number 
of recommendations to improve 
breastfeeding practices in Jordan. 
io maintain an adequate supply of 
breasi milk and ensure that rhe 
infant receives all the benefits of 
breastfeeding, including max- 
imum nutrition and protection 
from disease. 

The recommendations on 
effective breastfeeding practices 
called for the following: 

To encourage initiation of 
breastfeeding within the first six 
hours after birth: 

To avoid all liquids other than 
breasrmilk. including glucose wa- 


ter and leas, in the period im- 
mediately after birth: 

To take advantage of the 
availability of colostrum (the 
breasi liquid in the first three 
days after delivery ) at birth to 
ensure that the mother gives it to 
the baby immediately after birth: 

To breastfeed in response to 
the demand of the infant rather 
than following a predetermined 
schedule: 

to delay all supplements — 
including milk formulas and pro- 
ducts and juices — during the 
.first four to six months of the 
baby’s life; and hasily to encour- 
age correct weaning practices in a 
gradual way. with the introduc- 
tion of appropriate com- 
plementary foods, and to delay- 
complete weaning for one year. 
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Justice without 


borders 


THE recent Soviet proposal to enhance the role of the International 
Court of Justice is a step in the right direction. 

International order has been left for too long to the dictates of 
raw power and political manipulations. Those who framed the 
United Nations charter had envisioned a dynamic role for the 
judicial organ of the United Nations system, but international 
rivalries, especially between the five permanent members of the 
United Nations Security Council, lead to a steady erosion of the 
potency and relevancy of the International Court of Justice in its 
ability to settle disputes between states. 

But now that superpower relations have thawed in the wake of 
Mikhail Gorbachev's accession to power in Moscow, the time is 
ripe to breathe new life into the International Court. That is why 
the official proposal of the Soviet Union to accord the International 
Court its due by making its verdicts and findings binding is worthy 
of note and praise. On the day when law governs relations between 
states, the international community, both strong and weak 
countries, will sigh with relief. 

Just as relations between individuals and legal entities within 
civilised nations are governed by law, so' must be the relations 
between individual states in what is being increasingly recognised 
as one world community. This is the only system by which small 
countries could cease to be at the mercy of the big and powerful 
countries and the only viable and peaceful avenue to settle conflicts 
arising from aggression. International legal adjudication is the 
final arbiter between nations which failed to resolve their 
differences by negotiation or arbitration. 

The potential of such a system for crisis management is limitless. 
Regional conflicts like the Arab-Israeli conflict, the I ran -Iraq war, 
the Angola crisis and the Nicaraguan problem could have been 
addressed and resolved a long time ago had the International 
Court of Justice been allowed to contribute to ti|eir resolution. 

Of course, that nations are still highly conscious of then- 
sovereignty, and not yet ready to relinquish political and juridical 
control over their vested national interests, is well acknowledged If 
not well appreciated. This state of affairs, however, must not deter 
us from looking forward and striving for an international order 
where law is supreme. The Soviet proposal, if favourably received, 
would bring humanity that much closer to an international code of 
conduct where rights, disputes and conflicts are determined by- 
law. 


ARABIC PRESS EDITORIALS 


AJ Ra’i Arabic daily Saturday commented on His Majesty King 
Hussein’s televised interview with the American ABC Network 
echoing his emphasis that the Palestinians are essential parties to 
the peace process in the Middle East. The King called on the 
Israelis to take a decision that would be conducive to the cause of 
the aspired peace, and expressed hope that the United Slates will 
adopt a more positive stand with regard to the situation in the 
’region. The King's statements, the paper said, drew world-wide 
reaction to an extent that some observers said they signalled 
Jordan's re-entry into the arena of the Middle East peace process. 
But in fact, the paper noted. Jordan has always sought to establish 
peace and end the Arab-IsraeFi conflict by bolstering Arab 
solidarity and by exerting efforts both on regional and interna- 
tional levels. 


Dwelling on the same subject, Al Dustour daily described the 
King's statements as frank and clear, tackling the situation in the 
Middle East region and projecting Jordan's views with regard to 
peace. Perhaps the most important.point in the King’s statements, 
said the paper, was his emphasis on the fact that Jordan remains a 
basic and essential party in the Arab-Israeli conflict and so it will 
remain committed to the cause of a just and durable peace. The 
Kingdom, the paper noted, will continue to seek an international 
peace conference in order to help the Palestinians regain their 
rights, and also to establish a lasting peace. 



Sawt Al Shaab daily, which also discussed the same subject said in 
editorial that Israel's extremist policies under Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Shamir are disrupting all peace efforts and bringing the 
Middle East region nearer to disaster. The paper echoed King 
Hussein’s sharp criticism of Israel’s arbitrary measures against the 
Palestinians and emphasised his call for an international confer- 
ence to achieve a just and durable peace in the region. 


ARABIC PRESS COMMENTARY 


The noble smugglers 


A columnist in Al Ra’i Arabic daily pays tribute to Roman 
Catholic Patriarch of Jerusalem Michael Sabbah. a Palestinian 


who is now touring the United States advocating the cause of his 
country and countrymen. Ibrahim Sak^jba says that Sabbah has 
chosen to follow in the footsteps of other religious leaders 
representing the Christian and the Islamic faiths, who have been 
exerting all their efforts at the official and public levels to win 
supporters for the Palestinian people's struggle. Sakijha cites 
HiJarion Cappuci and Elia Khouri both of which Christian leaders 
suffered at the hands of the Israelis for their nationalist stands, 
and also Sheikh Izzedin Al Qasem and Sheikh Amin Al Husseini 
two other Palestinian religious leaders who had to face banish- 
ment and hardships for their national endeavours. Sakijha 
describes these leaders' actions as exemplary coming from men 
who did not expect a word of thanks or reward for their efforts 
and their true dedication. Let us hope, the writerconcludes, that 
such precious efforts will eventually be crowned with success. 


Sunday’s Economic Pulse 


By Dr. Fahed Fanek 


Reconsider pricing 


THE pricing of the government-made goods and services is an 
important economic matter, both from a financial point of view or 
from a management and social point of view. Tins pricing is a 
worthwhile matter for revision and reform, especially in a country 
like Jordan, where the government and the public sector in 
general perform: a major role in the field of producing and 
providing essential services. 

The financial importance of the pricing of government-made 
goods and services stems from the need of the treasury to reduce 
the budget deficit to enable the Ministry of Finance to honour its 
heavy financial commitments. This situation which obviously calls 
for a substantia] rise in the prices of at least part of these services. 
These include water, electricity, education, health, postage, 
telephones, and the fees for using public utilities such as the 
Aqaba port and the country's airports. 

The management importance of the pricing public services is also 
related to the need of public institutions to enjoy more autonomy 
in administration, and self sufficiency in finance. These institu- 
tions should be allowed to price their own products so that they 
can realise fund surpluses, in order to be enable them to act, and 
improve, modernise and expand their services, instead of remain- 
ing under the mercy of uncertain subsidies of the treasury, itself in 


need of subsidies. 

The social dimensions of such a step should of course be borne 
in mind, and must be taken into account. The most important 
considerations are the just distribution of income among social 
groups, and the ability of these groups to tolerate higher financial 
burdens. It is evident that subsidising public goods and services, 
across the board, is currently reflected for the benefit of those 
who consume more — the higher income groups of the popula- 
tion. 


Reducing water prices for instance would not benefit limited 
income families, who use small quantities of water for drinking, 
cooking and cleaning purposes. These basic needs can be satisfied 
by a small amount of water which can be priced' moderately and 
even subsidised. But the excess consumption of water for 
swimming pools and irrigation of huge gardens does not socially 
qualify for the subsidy of the government, and must be taxed 
aggressively. 


The same applies to electricity of which limited income families 
need very little for their humble lamps and radios. The excessive 
consumption of power results from operating airconditioning and 
heating equipment, deep freezers, and lighting of gardens and 


During the last several years, the government reduced the 
prices of certain services such as water, electricity, local and 
international telephone calls. The relative public corporations 
producing these services suffered, while the limited income 
groups did not benefit except to a very limited extent. 

On the other hand we have a need to reduce consumption by ail 
means. Rationalisation of consumption does not come about by 
making governmental services cheaper, or by selling them below 
cost. Subsidy is an open invitation to higher consumption not to 
saving: it is a disincentive. 

One is of course aware of the importance of the social and 
political factors involved, and appreciates the sensitivity of the 
government towards limited income groups. _s uc h as workers, 
employees and soldiers, but this cannot be achieved by 
the prices across the board. Only a reasonable quota should be 
priced at cost, while the price should accelerate rapidly for 
consumption beyond that limit. 

The reform of pricing of the government pricing policy is 
essential. It has financial, economic and social merits and must be 
dealt with... now. 


Put out more flags — America’s in decline 


By Graham Earnshaw 

Reuter 


WASHINGTON — Americans 
tike to be told- they are number 
one. and seeing the flag makes 
them feel better too. 

That seems to be a central 
message of rhe U.S. presidential 
campaign. 

The election has in some ways 
become a battle over who can 
most convincingly declare the 
United States to be better than 
any other country, and some 
analysts say the flag-waving is 
spurred by the perception that 
U.S. power is in decline. 

Republican candidate George 
Bush and Democratic contender 
Michael Dukakis compete with 
declarations of how great Amer- 
ica is while surrounded by stars 
and stripes. 

“The pact that patriotism is an 
issue is a sign of the decline of 
America,” said Washington 
analyst Bruces Stokes. “You pro- 
test patriotism when you feel 


threatened.’’ 

“The wave of patriotism in the 
1950s came at a time when people 
felt very insecure, with a commie 
under every bed.’’ he added. 
“Now we have super- patriotism 
because there’s a Toyota in every 
driveway.’’ 

The Republican campaign has 
leaned particularly heavily on 
national symbols and Dukakis 
has accused his opponent more 
than once of questioning his pat- 
riotism, a charge Bush denies. 

"This is a time when Amer- 
icans could use a little reassur- 
ance,’’ said Ralph Whitehead, 
professor of journalism at the 
University of Massachusetts. 
“What the Republicans are doing 
is using symbols to generate a 
sense of reassurance." 

President Reagan, who defe- 
ated President Jimmy Carter in 
1980 amid the Iran hostage crisis 
that many Americans regarded as 
humiliation for their nation, has 
made “standing tall” and national 
pride key themes during his admi- 


nistration. 


God's own 


The idea that the United States 
is God’s own country — the 
so-called doctrine of American 
exceptionalism — is obviously 
very important to many Amer- 
icans. 

And there is some evidence 
backing up the idea of an Amer- 
ica in decline. It is not as econo- 
mically dominant as it was, it no 
longer has a commanding tech- 
nological lead. Its athletes 
finished third in the medal count 
at the Seoul Olympics, behind the 
Soviets and the East Germans. 

In the eyes of many people in 
West, it no longer even has a 
clear moral lead over the Soviet 
Linion. 

“A lot of Americans refuse the 
premise (of decline), but they are 
so deeply aware of the premise 
that they are worried about it.” 
Whitehead said. 


New weapon sought in 


war against meningitis 


By Stanley Parker 

Reuter • 


BONN — After years of 
grappling with meningitis, the 
World Health Organisation 
(WHO) has started looking for a 
more potent defence against 
epidemics of the disease which 
ravage several developing na- 
tions. 

The aim is to develop a vaccine 
to give lasting protection to those 
most at risk from the disease, 
whose cyclical outbreaks have 
given the name “the meningitis 
belt” to the area of Africa be- 
tween the Sahara and tropical 
forests. 

The WHO wants a longer-lasting 
vaccine for group A meningitis, 
which is responsible for 
epidemics in the developing 
world. 

One task force helping in the 
search is in the Max Planck Insti- 
tute for Molecular Genetics in 
West Berlin. 

Dr. Brian Crowe, an Irish 
member of the Max Planck unit 
under project leader Mark Acht- 
man, said some very effective 
vaccines already existed against 
A group and another group, the 
C group. But the protection they 
give usually vanishes in about two 
years. 

The last major meningitis 
epidemic in the “belt” occurred 
in 1982-S3. After ravaging Mali 
and Upper Volta, it invaded the 
West African coastal states of 
Senegal and Gambia, leaving 
hundreds dead and thousands 
more with various degrees of 
deafness and other problems. 

The disease, transmitted in its 
bacterial form by one of three 
main groups of meningococcus, 
usually causes inflammation of 
the meninges, the membrane 
covering the brain, and reserves 
its harshest treatment for chil- 
dren. The bacteria is usually 
transported in the nasal cavity of 
people carrying the infection and 
can be spread by sneezing. 

Group A bacteria are responsi- 
ble for the epidemics in Africa, 
the Middle East and Asia, and 
make occasional forays into 
South America, the B and C 
forms usually cause outbreaks ex- 
perienced in more highly de- 
veloped Europe and North 
America. 

Group A is found in some of 
the world's poorest nations, 
where stravation. poor hygiene, 
scanty medical services and lack 
of communications ensure a plenti- 
ful supply of victims. The millions 
of people and huge area involved 
make a biannual vaccination 
programme impossible. 

Some victims seem to lack any 
natural resistance to the disease. 
But the immune systems of others 
enable them to escape the vi- 
cious, acute form of meningitis. 


and serum tapped from them is 
being used in the search for a new 
vaccine. 

The serum contains antibodies 
produced by their immune sys- 
tems against the meningitis bac- 
teria, and the Max Planck team 
are examining the way these 
attack their targets. 

However, Crowe warned “we 
are still in the very early stages of 
our work and although some 
promising signs have emerged, 
potential success is still years 
away.” 

In the West, sophisticated 
medical help available means 
group B strains of bacteria can be 
held in check, although no vac- 
cine has yet been developed 
against them. 

Outbreaks of the disease, such 
as one at present in the west of 
England, have not reached true 
epidemic proportions in Europe 
for more than 50 years. 

Crowe said Western scientists, 
including John Heckles of Bri- 
tain's Southampton University, 
were making such good progress 
in developing a group B vaccine 
that it could undergo field trials 
next year. 

The bacterial groups are widely 
travelled — appearing in coun- 


tries so far apart that epidemics 
become pandemics. As some 
strains of bacteria appear to run 
their course and vanish, new 
variants replace them. 

Crowe noted that more than 
one million people were infected 
in a group A epidemic in China in 
the late 1960s and early 70s. A 
pandemic ensued when the same 
strain turned up in Brazil in 1974/ 
75 and infected 250.000 people. 

Nepal was the next target, in 
1983, and the identical group A 
strain has appeared in Saudi 
Arabia. 

Crowe said the strain could be 
an advance guard of the next 
wave to hit the "meningitis belt ” 

During these years of havoc, u 
parallel group a strain created 
epidemics in several Mediterra- 
nean areas, including Athens. 


and appeared briefly in Scotland. 
A Transatlantic jump then 


brought epidemics in a Canadian 
Indian reservation in Manitoba 
and in Skid Row districts of Seat- 
tle and Portland on the U.S. 
Pacific coast. 

The B group involved in the 
current outbreak in western Eng- 
land first appeared in Norway 
about 10 years ago and is still 
prevalent there. 


Leo The African 


Leo The African by Amin 
Maalouf. Translated by Peter 
Sluglett. Published by Quartet 
Books Limited. 27/29, Goodge 
Street. London WIP/1FD. 


“My WRISTS have experienced 
in turn the caresses of silk, the 
abuses of wool, the gold of 
princes and the chains of slaves. 
My fingers have parted a 
thousand veils, my lips have 
made a thousand virgins blush, 
and my eyes have seen cities die 
and perish. From my mouth you 
will hear Arabic. Turkish. Casti- 
lian, Berber, Herbrew, Latin and 
vulgar Italian, because all ton- 
gues and prayers belong to me. 
But I belong to none of them. I 
belong only to God and to the 
earth, and it is to them that I will 
one day soon return.” 

Thus begins the story of Leo 
the African of Hasan Al Wazzan, 
the famous Muslim geographer 
who at the end of a life of 
adventure sets about chronicling 
his exploits for his son. Maalouf s 
book takes the form of an imagin- 
ary autobiography in which 
Hasan Al Wazzan charts his life 
from his birth in Granada at the 
end of the fifteenth century. 
From Granada, along with many 
other Muslim and Jewish fami- 
lies. the AJ Wazzans flee the 
Christian reconquest and the en- 
suing inquisition. The family set- 
tles in Fez. Morocco, where 
Hasan spends his childhood. He 


takes up work, first in the public 
baths and then in a lunatic asy- 
lum. before joining his uncle, an 
emissary to the Sultan of Fez. in a 
long journey through the Atlas 
mountains. 

It is on this journey that he is 
presented with the gift of a slave 
girl, Hiba. who, for a time, be- 
comes his travelling companion. 
On subsequent journeys to the 


BOOK REVIEW 


East as an itinerant merchant, he 
falls in love with a Circassian 
princess, meets the famous pirate 
Barbarossa. goes to the court of 
Salim the Grim at Constantinople 
and performs the pilgrimage to 
Mecca. During his voyage home- 
ward by sea, he is captured by a 
Sicilian pirtate, taken to Rome 
and offered as a gift to Pope Leo 
X. Al the end of the first year at 
the Pope’s court he becomes a 
Christian and is baptised Johan- 
nes Leo. While living in Italy our 
hero writes his renounced De- 
scription of Africa. 

Through the pages of Amin 
Maalouf s book the life of Leo of 
Africa is skillfully re-created and 
lQ|d 

world — including the fall of 
Granada, the Ottoman conquest 
of Egypt, the magnificent setting 
of Renaissance Rome under the 
Medicis. Finally, after 40 years of 


Bush's attacks on Dukakis dur- 
ing the campaign over the Pledge 
of Allegiance, a patriotic catech- 
ism recited by many American 
schoolchildren, are effective be- 
cause of the almost religious na- 
ture of American patriotism, said 
Whitehead. 


Metaphorical 


As governor of Massachusetts. 
Dukakis vetoed a bill that would 
have required teachers to lead 
students in reciiing the Pledge of 
Allegiance. He said his state sup- 
reme court had advised him that 
the law would be unconstitu- 
tional. 


"The Pledge of Allegiance is 
interesting because it can be 
accurately described as a secular 
prayer,’’ said Whitehead. 

“Americans tend to be particu- 
larly responsive to national lead- 
ers who seem to come up with an 
attractive fusion of religious and 
secular sensibilities,” he added. 
“Reagan is an ideal example — 
one foot in the Bible belt, the 
other foot in sunset strip.” 


The outpouring of emotion 
over the recent space shuttle 
flight, which put the Lhiited 
States back in space after a break 
of nearly three years following 
the Challenger tragedy, has im- 
plications beyond the space race, 
according to Whitehead. 

“America's return to an active 
role in space can be seen as a 
metaphor for America's ability to 
revive its dominant role in rhe 
world,” he said. 

But some analysts say the use 
of the flag and other symbols in 
the election has nothing to do 
with decline and is simply an 
appeal to Americans’ deep-sea- 
ted patriotism. 

Others deny the theory that the 
United States is in decline at all 
and stress the country’s remark- 
able resilience. 

“It has not experienced an 
absolute decline, and relative de- 
cline is in large pan an artifact of 
the extraordinary base line of the 


1950s,” says Harvard University 
political scientist Joseph Nye. 

“The United States is not being 
challenged by. a rising militaiy 
power. Nor are external commit- 
ments sapping America’s internal 
strength. And. with certain 
domestic reforms, the U.S. will 
be better placed than most 
societies to adapt to the new 
dimensions of power in the in- 
formation age,” he said. 


Michelle McColIister. a politic- 
al-science student at Ohio State 
University in Columbus, said the 
flag and the Pledge of Allegiance 
were campaign issues basically 
because for most people, the real 
policy questions are obscure. 

"Most Americans are not that 
concerned with the substance of 
the issues because they're not 
that informed about them,” she 
said. 


“But when they hear that 
Michael Dukakis is against the 
Pledge of Allegiance, it's like 
Dukakis is against America." 


Polish army tells politicians 
to modernise country 


By Andrew Tarnowski 
Reuter 


WARSAW — Poland's armed 
forces, feeling the pinch of pro- 
longed economic crisis, appear to 
be urging the politicians to stop 
squabbling and get down to mod- 
ernising the country. 

Compelled to cut back on men 
and equipment, they are speaking 
out in favour of a deal with the 
opposition to hoist Poland out of 
stagnation. 

It is a remarkable turnaround 
for an army that seven years ago 
imposed martial law. sent tanks 
into the slreets to crush the Soli- 
darity free trade union and 
rounded up 10.000 opponents of 
the government. 

Poland's 400,000-strong armed 
forces, the second biggest in the 
Warsaw Pact, have had a power- 
ful voice in national affairs since 
General Wojciech Jaruzclski 
seized power in 1981 and put 
trusted generals in state, govern- 
ment and Communist Party 
posts. 

The military takeover was fol- 
lowed by massive economic col- 
lapse in Poland in the following 
year. Painfully slow recovery 


since then, and recent labour 
unrest, prompted the Communist 
authorities to offer a far-reaching 
pact with the opposition last 
month. 

“We have... all the conditions 
for national reconciliation." De- 
fence Minister General Rorian 
Siwicki. one of several generals 
still in key posts, told comrades- 
in-arms at an army day reception 
this month. 

“We consider support for a 
pro-reform coalition our duty as 
citizens." 

He spoke out as the govern- 
ment of Prime Minister Mieczys-* 
law Rakowski hesitated about 
opening talks with the Solidarity- 
led opposition to hammer out an 
accord. 


Cutting military cost 


clear the military had done their 
bit for the economy and it was 
time for the politicians to do 
theirs. 

“Poland has a chance to get on 
the road of fast development. 
This chance cannot be lost or 
delayed by vain arguments,” he 
said. 

Reconciliation between the 
Communist rulers and society, 
economic reform and political re- 
newal would put Poland on the 
road to success, he added. 

Possibly trying to reassure the 
politicians that it was safe to go 
ahead with major reforms, he 
said the army remained the guar- 
dian of national security "oppos- 
ing all attempts to violate the 
constitution or undermine the 
dignity and stability of the social- 
ist state.” 


The talks are intended to seek 
agreement on reshaping Poland’s 
political and economic structures 
and to forge a broad, credible 
coalition to present the reforms 
to a distrustful nation. 

Siwicki did not comment on a 
proposal to relegalise Solidarity 
— the key issue that is making the 
government waver — but made 
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wandering Leo returns to the 
Muslim faith and to Tunisia 
where feTtets about recording the 
adventures of his life for the 
benefit of his son. 

This Quartet publication is the 
first English language edition of 
the book, which became the best 


Mller when it was published in 
France. Author Amin Maalouf is 
Lebanese. He was formerly direc- 
tor of the international edition of 
the Beirut-based an-Nahar, and 
editor in chief of Jeune Agrinque 
magazine. He now lives with his 
family in Paris. 


Siwicki said that during the 
1980s the army had repeatedlj 
cut its numbers and held costs tc 
about seven per cent of the state 
budget. 

"That is the lowest limit as fai 
as requirements are concerned 
and the highest as far as possibili- 
ties are concerned.” 

However, the Military were 
now cutting costs even furthei 
and limiting orders for new 
equipment from foreign and 
domestic manufacturers, he said, 

The army, which since 1956 bar 
diverted some defence plants tc 
civilian production, would furthei 
boost its consumer goods outpui 
to help the government meei 
shortages in the shops. 

Siwicki offered the army’s con- 
tribution to national reconcilia- 
tion by praising the achievement! 
of. the non-Communist partisar 
home army during World War I 
as well as the 200,000 Poles whe 
fought in the west. 

"The country will never forget 
irs heroes.” he said, linking tht 
wartime achievements of the twe 
forces loyal to the anti-Soviet 
London government-in-exile tc 
those of the Communist army. 

To underline the reconcilia- 
non. former home army chief ot 

2? ?. y ^T nt Janke and Stanis- 
tow Skalski, an ace battle ol 
Bmam pilot, were among retiree 
officers promoted on army day tc 
the rank of general. 

Skalski, who commanded i 
fighter wing in the 1944 alliec 
invasion of Europe, was jailed bi 
the Communist authorities foi 
«ven ye-tfs when he returned tt 
rOland after the war. 

f „ Siwi 5 ki aW the Polish anrn 
[°™ ed 1 “ndw Communis 
leadership had also suffered 4 
the Soviet Union. 

often ■n ldierS 2T re wH 

found SL ^ drc “mstanctt 
found themselves in vast, north 

V?- and .eastern areas of tht 
Soviet Union,” he said ; 
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Gemayei to make bid to save Lebanon 

KUWAIT (R) ~ Form « Lchancxc Prcsidtni Amin Gemavcl was 
qiW*«* Saturday as saying he would soon make a lour of Arab 
states w try to help save U-hajwn from partition In what the 
Ku«iu dully A! Anbaa said was his first interview since leaving 
0 ff,rt. G^yei ajs° said the right-wing Christian Lebanese 
I’orcfi ILF) militia had pressured him to leave the country. “I am 
today more anxious for Lebanon thjn at any time past, and will 
trv to save it from disintegration and partition moie than I tried 
when I was in power." he said. 

Afghan king urged to help 

NEW YORK (R) A United Nariuns official trying to bring 
about 3 political setUement in Afghanistan has appealed to exiled 
King Mohammad Zahir Shah to help form a government, the 
New York Times reponed Saturday . "The lime has come lor the 
king to step forward and give a lead to the process of national 
reconciliation called for in the Geneva accords that provided lor 
Soviet military withdrawal from Afghanistan." Diego Cordova 
*aid in an interview Curdovez. who is Secret .irv-Gener. it Javier 
PcrcJ dc Cuellar's representative for Afghanistan, said he had 
senr a message to the king tu that effect last week. The 
73 -year-old king has lived in Rome since his overthrow m 1*173. 
He ruled Afghanistan for -Ui years. 

Professor denies helping in secret talks 

WASHINGTON <APi — An Iranian-bum professor living in the 
United Slates Friday described as '‘absolutely false" .in’ Israeli 
newspaper report that claimed he served as a mediator in secret 
U S -Iranian talk:. R.k. Kiinuizuni. a political science professor 
fur Jh years at the University of Virginia, said he was particularly 
disturbed by the report that mentioned the name of his school. 
“Those key paragraphs are absolutely false." Ramazam said, 
referring to a story in the Nation, an English -language w-cekiy 
newspaper that began publishing in Israel last month. State 
Department spokesman Charles Redman also has criticised the 
reports, saying the publication prints a "steady diet of hjloney." 

Bourguiba to be moved to his birthplace 

TUNIS. Tunisia (API — Habib Bourguiba. who has lived under 
house arrest near the capita! since he was ousted from she 
presidency last November, will be granted his request to move to 
a villa near his birthplace, sources in Tunis said Friday. The 
former presiiicnt-lor-life will be transferred in the next few days 
to Munastir. his birthplace about Lhti kilometres from the capital. 
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the sources said, speaking on condition of anonymity. The 
bf»- year-old former leader who sulfers Irom failing eyesight was 
said (o be in otherwise good health, although family friends have 
said he has been increasingly unhappy over flic conditions ol his 
confinement. 

Friends appeal for missing Belgian 

BEIRUT ( R> — friends and colleagues of Belgian doctor Jan 
Cools, who disappeared in Lebanon five months ago, Saturday 
appealed for help in releasing him. "Dr. Jan Colls, a Belgian 
doctor who chose Lebanon to come to serve a country at war... 
Wr jppea! for all kinds ol assistance that will lead to the release,” 
said the plea published in Beirut's independent An Natair daily 
newspaper. Cools is one of 17 Westerners missing and believed 

kidnajiped in Lebanon. Some are thought to lie in Beirut's 
southern suburbs. The 32-year-old doctor, working for the 
Norweigan aid organisation Noru-jc. disappeared after he left the 
Palestinian retugee eainp at Rashidiyeh. SU km south of Beirut, 
on May 21. 

Britain: Talks with Iran stalled 

LONDON (AP) — Talks on the resumption of full diplomatic 
relations with Iran have stalled over Iranian demands that Britain 
apologise- for past disputes, a Foreign Office source sjiU Friday. 
The vouicc, who spoke on condition ol anonymity, said, “there is 
nothing tu apologise for. All we arc waiting tor is a detailed 
agreement on how we are going to resume relations on a generally 
balanced basis." British Foreign Secretary Sir Geoffrey Howe, 
alter meeting Iranian Foreign Minister Alt Akhar Yelayati in New 
York, announced Sept. 3U that full diplomatie relations would be 
restored. But talks on the details between British and Iranian 
oiltcials in Geneva were adjourned (Jet. 5 utter two days and have not 
been resumed. 

Greece grieved over threats 

ATHENS { R) - Greece on Friday expressed its "grief" over 
threats hv a Palestinian group to attack Greek interests it the 
government extradited a Palest mi an to the United Slates to stand 
trial lot a 1*»K2 bomb blast aboard a civilian airliner A statement 
issued Thursday m Lehaium by the pievumsly unknown Direct 
Revolutionary Action tor the Liberation ot Palestine said Greek 
officials and civilians would he subject to attacks if 34-year-old 
Mohammad Rashid was extradited to the U.S. "Greece always 
sup|*«rted the struggling Palestinian people for self determina- 
tion . the threats cause tis grief and astonishment.” government 
spokesman Sot ins Rosttipoulos told reporters. 
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■ ‘MOSCOW fR) — Afghan Presi- 
fbl 0Mdent Najibullah announced 
ifll | Saturday the creation of a minis- 
try of Islamic affairs. TASS news 
agency reported from Kabul. 

'Najibullah made the announce- 
ment during an international con- 
ference on Islam attended by 
representatives of 25 countries, 
ijn hj<J tki: including the United States and 
j.iJ : the Soviet Union. 
pKlinadU Analysts said the move was 
pan of Kabul's peace overtures to 
, j dune; i. . Muslim rebels. 

laM ilc'd- 

I'jnnoi lx 1 
iin jreutnrs: 


Carlucci hits Congress on 
U.S. arms for Arab states 


HUNTINGTON. W.Va (R> — 
Defence Secretary Frank Carluc- 
ci accused the U.S. Congress and 
the Israeli lobby on Friday of 
threatening Middle East peace by 
opposing sales of American 
weapons to moderate Arab coun- 
tries. 

"The notion that U.S. defence 
cooperation with moderate Arab 
states poses a danger to Israel is 
ill-founded and untrue." he said 
in a speech. 

"The real casualty, if the Con- 
gress ultimately deals the United 
States out of military partnership 
in the Arab World, will be the 
peace process itself," Carlucci 
told a luncheon meeting of the 
Amcrican-Arab Affairs Council. 


Algeria says riots 
claimed 159 lives 


u.ji kina' 

ulcr- jflil « 

put NiW ALGIERS fRj — The final death 
hc toll frum this month's Algerian 
i p r T ' ,K ' ° riots was 159. the interior minis- 
i n »ji ^ try announced Friday. 
iui"f The official news agency APS 
ronuiniJ ^-quoted a communique from the 
,1 filin'- ministry as saying 154 more peo- 
pi, r.» u'L'pie Wcre wount j c d i n jhe week of 
>t un^nn^ w j,i c j, erupted Oci. 4. 
iPilit’ •'! ^ Damage was estimated at 1 .6 
billion dinars IS250 million), 
j that An* AH but seven of the dead were 
n (,,|j r^-shoi by troops or police. The 
mJkW 1 niinistry said the others died of 

i <e« ^ 


burns or were crushed when 
mobs rampaged through the 
streets. 

Youths, many unemployed, 
took to the streets in protest over 
government austerity policies. 
Official buildings were pillaged 
and burned to the ground in 
Algiers and many provincial 
towns. 

Algerian President Chadli Ben- 
jedid proclaimed a state of siege 
in the capital and surrounding 
area before peace was restored. 
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IRBID DISTRICT ELECTRICITY CO. LTD 
COMPUTER SYSTEMS AND NETWORK 
INVITATION FOR BIDS 

Date: 20 October 8B 
No: 9/88 

1- The Irbid District Electricity Co Ltd. (IDECO) wishes to 
expand its usage of computer facilities. This project is 
to be financed by IDECO 

This tender includes delivery ClF irbid. installation, 
put-on-operation and maintenance. 

2- The Irbid District Electricity Company now invites 
sealed bids for the supply of computer systems and 
networks. 

3- A complete set of bidding documents may be purch- 
ased by any interested bidder on the submission of a 
written application to the above and upon payment of a 
non-refund able tee of JD 50 

All bids must be accompanied by a security of not less 
than 5 per cent of the bid price and must be delivered 
to the above office on or before 1200 hours on Monday 
Dec. 5. 1988. 

5- Bids wifi be opened in the presence of bidder s 
representatives who choose to attend ai 1 200 hours on 
the date given in the letter supplied wilh these 
documents at the offices of Irbid District Electricity 
Company. 


Carlucci said congressional 
changes and cancellations of 
Reagan adminisir.it ion arms sales 
to such nations as Saudi Arabia. 
Jordan and Kuwait were sending 
moderate Arab states to Britain. 
France, China, the Soviet Union 
and elsewhere for military hard- 
ware — and the influence that 
goes with it. 

Britain earlier this year 
announced a multi bill ion-dol la r 
deal to sell fighter jets and other 
equipment to Saudi Arabia. 

Carlucci said Israel must regard 
non- American arms in the hands 
of Arab states as a greater risk to 
its security because fewer restric- 
tions are put on the use of those 
arms than Washington demands 
of American weaponry. 

"Various interest groups and 
many in Congress have sought to 
impede virtually every adminis- 
tration initiative to provide 
reasonable and responsible milit- 
ary assistance to our Arab part- 
ners." he said. 



Frank Carlucci 


Symposium examines Israeli taxation policy in the occupied territories 

Israel’s spoils of occupation 


77m* fofhtwing <s the summary and recommendations of the 
symposium on raxes and taxation policies in the occupied Arab 
territories held in Amman on July 20, ritSS. 

ON JULY 20. tVSS a professional symposium was held at the 
conference room of the office of the secretariate general of the 
Jordanian Palestinian Committee for the Stcadfasutess of the 
Palestinian people in the occupied territories. The -symposium 
dealt with tux and taxation policies of the Zionist occupation 

'authorities in the occupied territories. 

The symposium was inaugurated by Maruan Dixhn then 
minister of the occupied lands affairs being the head of the 
Jordanian side to the Joint Committee. The Palestinian side in the 
committee wjs represented by Mohammad Milhem who also 
participated in the discussions. 

The secretariate general — symposium organiser — was 
represented by Dr. Fou'ad Beseisu. the secretary general who 
administered the event and gave the opening speech. 

Other senior officials from the government of Jordan and the 
PLO participated m the symposium as well as a group of financial ' 
economic and tax experts from universities, research centres and 
specialised government departments. Discussions and study 
analysis had~ disclosed that, taxation policy is the crux of the 
exhaustive practices of the Zionist occupation authorities to the 
socio-economic potentials of the occupied lands. This was 
mirrored in the direct and indirect effects of that socio-economic 
tax policy. Such policies have especially contributed to the 
impoverishment of the Palestinian people in addition to paralys- 
ing must of the production and service activities. They also 
lowered the standard of living to a point below the level 
delineated to less fortunate countries in LDC's. 

After comparing tax policy with the spending policy of the 
occupation authorities, the discussions hasc all agreed that the 
Israeli authorities use tax as the main source for financing the 
occupation expenditures. These expenditures arose as a result of 
oppressing rhe resistances. In accordance to this, the general 
effect of the absence of the Arab national development in the 
West Bank and Gaza Strip which was presented prior to the 
Isiaeli occupation begot more financial exploitation in addition to 
the looting ol the natural resources (land and water) of the 
Palestinians. 

Israeli taxation policy 

The main characteristics of the Israeli tax policy can be 
classified in the following: 

] — The occupation tax policy aimed not only at destroying the 
Palestinian economic infrastructural base but also at tying the 
Palestinian economy and society to the Zionist substance econo- 
mically. socially and culturally. 

2 — Incorporating fundamental changes on the tax systems 
which were prevalent prior to the occupation. In so doing, 
occupation authorities imposed new taxes: Value Added Tax and 
Arnona Tax in A rah Jerusalem. Tax scale, exemptions and tax 
rebates were drastically changed to serve the occupation goals. 
The Israeli authorities have also appointed Israelis to manage the 
tax departments. Local courts were deprived the jurisdiction to 
reconsider appeals against the decisions of the tax assessors. 
Instead, military committees were vested with powers to look into 
the appeals. 

3 — The study, follow up and discussions have unveiled the tax 
burden on lux payers in the occupied territories. It f«und that the 
tax burden in 1987 amounted to S600 million, equivalent to one 
third of the occupied territories GDP. In the meaomne. I9S6 per 
capita income in the West Bank did not exceed Si ,410 and $578 m 
Gaza Strip in comparison to $1 ,656 in Jordan and $6,369 in Israel. 

4 — A heavy tax burden has interrupted the process of capital 
accumulation in different economic sectors. This in turn led to the 
shutdown of many corporations and the termination of their 
personnel who became unemployed and were forced to immigrate 
or work in the Israeli labour market. 

5 — The symposium has clarified the arbitrary measures 

practised by the Israeli authorities as ffeT as tax collection in the 
occupied territories is concerned. Of these practices are: # 

— Raiding industrial and business firms and stores and seizing 
their assets. 

— Breaking in people's homes and seizing their assets. 

— Setting inspection barriers by blocking the roads to seize the 
cars of tax payers who did not pay taxes. 

— Seizing identity cards and detaining persons by the blockades 
until they pay taxes. 


6 — The study has also shown that the ab*uluie amount of the 
occupirtion spending did not exceed 5180 million in 19So — per 
capita spending reached only $120 compared to Ss25 in Jordan 
and 52,413 in Israel — let alone the radical disparity of allocation 
of such spending in Jordan, Israel and the occupied kinds where in 
the latter spending only serves the Israeli settlement and securin' 
policy. 

7 — -In connection to what has been mentioned thu* far .md to 
rtle available information, it has been manifested that tax revenue 
surplus in 19S6 reached approximately $420 million injected in the 
Israeli economy. 

Recommendations 

Having discussed, analysed and scrutinised these situations, the 
sympinitun has come up with the following recommendations: 

(Aj As regards to the occupied Palestinian land: 

1 — Supporting the current uprising in its legitimate star.ee of 
retraining from paying taxes to the military rule especially taxes 
whose proceeds are used to finance occupation and repression. 
The symposium hence recommends the formulation of a work 
programme for the national lax policy that aims at defying the 
Israeli policy and deals with the issue of tax boycott m a national, 
practical and subjective manner. 

- — Creating a tax consultative centres in Jerusalem, the West 
Bank and Gaza Strip through cooperation with specialists at the 
Palestinian universities and professional associations. This is 
envisaged by cooperation between lawyers and certified accoun- 
tants iit order to offer legal and accounting tax consultations to the 
Palesriaian citizens and their firms and jo initiate acridities 
targeted towards educating tax payers by using means such as 
huldiag symposia and publishing researches and studies on the 
issue. 

3 — Encouraging and expending home economics .ls weil as 
incukirug family mutual responsibilities and social solidarity, 
both being the appropriate remedy to avert taxes. 

4 — Enhancing national and people's committees and corpora- 
tions Especially those exempted from taxes including Zak.it 
commiftees in order to expand their productive activities. 

(By. As regards the Arab World: 

1 —‘Display before the Arab public opinion the tax suffering of 
the frlestinian people in the occupied territories so as to educate 
and tfidoctrinute people against the Israeli occupation. 

2 — Ascertaining the perpetuity of securing financial and moral 
support for rhe Palestinian people in the occupied lands. 

3 — Encouraging marketing of the occupied territories pro- 
ducts in the Arab markets and granting them preferential 
treatment. 

(C). On the international level: 

1 — Unveil the Israeli arbitrary measures and practices in tax 
aspects to the world public opinion and international bodies. 

2 — Exert pressure on the occupation authorities with all 
available means to publish the actual data on tax revenues 
collected from the occupied territories as well as the expenditures. 

3 Oblige the occupation authorities with all possible means 
to spend tax and other revenues collected from the occupied 
territocies on the services and public utilities provide for the 
Palestinian people. Spending must be supervised by the United 
Nations. 

4 --- Study the possibility of trying the Israeli occupation 
authorities before the international courts for their arbitrary tax 
policy. 

5 —‘Seeking documentation of the entire financial rights which 
resulted from Israel's exploitation of financial resources out of tax 
revenues illegally collected, as in seeking documentation of rights 
pertaining to lands and warer and strive to claim them in the 
United Nations. 

General Recommendations 

Emphasising the illegitimate Israeli jurisdiction to change 
and/or amend the tax systems in the occupied territories. In this 
capacity, it is rather urg'enl to prepare a professional study on this 
topic and to hold a special symposium on it. 

— Proceed in taking ail measures which are necessary to 
protect tax payers who refused to pay raxes from Israeli 
retaliatory and tyrannical measures. This could be fulfilled 
through escalaring solidarity in the occupied territories and 
exerting Arab and international pressure. 

Prepare, publish and distribute a summary of the study in 
foreign languages on different international corporations. 





Colour CCTV Cameras 
Black & white Cameras 
Low light Cameras 
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Special Discount 

Pfstra Electronic 
Systems Co. Ltd. 

Tel: 621491, 652277 
S. Amman / 



The first & best 
Chinese Restaurant 
in Jordan 

is: Cnc\e. Jjha) Amman near 
Atihyvari tims School 

Taka away lx available 

Open daily J2:0tJ-.l A0 
p.m. 

n: Mi-Midnight 

Tel. 638968 
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MANDARIN 
Chinese Restaurant 

The only typical Chinese 
cuisine m Amman. 
Chinese Flaming pot i$ available 

Take mxray mv , ittM 

Open daily 12:00 - 15-30 
18:00-23:30 

Wadi Saqra Road - near Traffic 
Bridge 

Amman. Jordan 

\ Tel: 661922 y 


' CHEN’S N 
CHINESE 
RESTAURANT - 

Mecca Street. Yarmouk 
Engineers Housing 
Estate, near Kilo 
Supermarket 

Mongolian Barbeque for 
Lunch Friday only 
Tel: 616214 

Come and 'asre our 
specialties 

Open daily 1 2d Hi - 5:30 
p.m. 

v ti:3ti- Midnight > 



CHINESE 

RESTAURANT 


•TAIWAN TOURtSMO 
Authentic Chinese Food 

Korean Bar-B-Q 
Charcoal Flaming Pot 
Taka-away servica 

Open daily Soon - 3:30 p.m. 
■ d: 6:30p.m. - midnight 

Location Near 3rd Circle 
opposite Akilah Hospital 

Tel: 641093 
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FIRST CLASS INDIAN 


Special Executive Luncheot 

Take away service 
available 

Open Daily 12.30-330 pn 
7.30-t1.30prr 
After the Holiday Inn hotel 
Towards 3rd circle 


The First Class Hotel in Amman 
that has a Kitchenette in 
every room...! 
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Amman • Tel. 668193 • P 0- 9403 - Fax 602434' 

Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 

ideal Residence For 
Expatriates and Businessmen 
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Amman International Hotel 
Discover the unexpected plea- 
sures of the Amman Inter na- 
tional Hotel. Intriguing fea- 
tures like piano bar with live 
music A VIP restaurant serv- 
ing inrcmarAina/ cuiswe. excit- 
ing and modern, shimming 
pot '/. all just ten minutes away 
from the city center. 

For reservation please 
phone 841 71 2A 3/1 4 



TOP 



QUALITY 

HOUSEHOLD 

APPLIANCES 


HI 

SHMA ISANI AMMAN 


Electrolux 




Gr 



TEL 6R4671 




CROWN 
INTERNATIONAL 
ESTABLISHMENT 
packing, shipping, 
forwarding, 
storage, clearing, 
dtoor-to-door service 


inis m over the world 
Tel: 664090.660652 
Tlx: 222*5 BESMCO JO 
P.O. Box 92 S 487 
AMMAN JORDAN 


For all your: 

Packing, 

Air Freight Forwarding. 
Customs Clearance. 
Door-lo-door Service. 
Ticketing -and 
Reservation needs, 

pleaw: call: 

.4.1// V KAIVAR X SOM 

Abdel Hamid Sh.ir.il Mreci 
ShniL‘i-.iin 

P « J fcSuV ~Sllf. 

Amman. Jnrd.in 
Id MUn'h. N UfiVn 
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Cinema 


Tel: 6774211 


CONCORD 


NOTHING IN 
COMMON 

Pcrfutnuncr- * VJ.htH.il M\. HI Ml 



C'lfit'iricl 


Tel: 62 >155 


RAINBOW 




Kirk Douglas — Burt 
Lancaster 
in 

TOUGH GUYS 


IV ill. lilt. HU i ^ » ( r - «• «*.H Ml. l» «l 



Cinema 


NUOUM 


Tel: 675571 


STAKEOUT 


IV-tl.tniuna-. 1 VI. ft IS.H.VI, 10. Vl 



SUUUtl 


Cinema 


PLAZA 


Tel: 677420 
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OPEC talks make progress 


MADRID (R) — OPEC Secretary-General Subroto 
said Saturday he thought the group was advancing 
in its delicate quest to heal a rift between Iran and 
£raq over oil production. 

F ~ r 


have detected some prog- 
ress,” be told reporters as a su- 
jer-comraittee of eight ministers 
Prepared for a third day of talks 
pi search of a reconciliation. 

_ The ministers have set an un- 
official four-week deadline to re- 
joncile the Gulf war enemies and 
Prepare for a new agreement to 
Jrut production that is essential for 
[he group to restore credibility on 
world oil markets and bolster 
7»eak prices. 

- But the Organisation of Pet- 
'oleum Exporting Countries 
POPEC) wants to indicate in 
'Madrid that tension is easing and 
delegates said Iran and Iraq's oil 
Sninisters seemed to be softening 
jtbeir stances. 

_ Both men toned down their 
rhetoric Friday, apparently hint- 
ing that intense pressure from a 
united front of six other OPEC 


states might bring a compromise 
on production quotas. 

Iraq’s minister Issam Abdul 
Rahim AJ Chalabi said Friday 
Baghdad and Tehran were trying 
to narrow differences and his 
Iranian counterpart Gholamreza 
Aqazadeb for die first time did 
not dismiss outright Iraqi de- 
mands on production rights. 

Nevertheless, oil prices in New 
York slid about 25 cents a barrel 
in late Friday trading, shedding 
some of the gains in Europe 
earlier in the day and reflecting 
continued doubts over OPEC’s 
ability to reunite. 

Tehran has consistently refused 
to allow Iraq to match its produc- 
tion quota of 2.369 million barrels 
per day, prompting Baghdad to 
boycott the group’s self-imposed 
ceiling for the past two years. 

The Madrid talks, expected to 


end Saturday evening or Sunday 
morning, have brought together 
eight nations on OPEC's price 
and long-term strategy commit- 
tees: Algeria, Indonesia, Kuwait, 
Nigeria, Saudi Arabia and Vene- 
zuela, plus Iran and Iraq. 

Ministers seem to have agreed 
all 13 OPEC producers must sign 
any new accord but have stressed 
they will need more time to forge a 
comprehensive pact and reconcile 
Iran and Iraq. 


mooting the possibility of reinteg- 
rating Iraq in the quota system at 
Iran's level and using the result- 
ing 17.429 million barrel-a-day 
ceiling as a starting point for an 
increase on a pro-rata basis for all 
13 states to 18.5 to 19 million. 


The group is scheduled to be- 
gin a long-scheduled bi-annual 
conference of all its ministers 
Nov. 21 in Vienna, but Subroto 
said Saturday that the super-com- 
mittee would meet at least once 
before then although no date had 
been set. 

As well as a formal committee 
talks held in the Algerian embas- 
sy, the eight oil ministers have 
been locked in a series of bi- 
lateral negotiations in Madrid 
hotels. 

Gulf producers, especially 
Saudi Arabia and Kuwait, are 


That would effectively cut cur- 
rent daily production levels by at 
least 21 milli on barrels as a grow- 
ing number of OPEC states flout 
a 1986 agreement. 

Saudi Arabia have threatened 
to flood the oil market if OPEC 
states fail to mend their differ- 
ences, angering producers such as 
Venezuela and Ecuador whose 
debt-laden economies are less 
able to cope with a sharp fall in 
prices. 


Even Saudi Arabia, the world's 
biggest oil exporter, unveiled a 
domestic borrowing scheme ear- 
lier this year to ease a growing 
budget deficit but still has huge 
foreign reserves built up during 
the oil boom of the late 1970s and 
early 1980s. 


JIEC to set up industrial 
exhibition near Sahab 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Jorda- 
nian Industrial Estates Corpora- 
tion (JIEC) is making arrange- 
ments to set up a permanent 
exhibition of Jordanian industrial 
products at the Sahab Industrial 
City south east of Amman. 

A JIEC statement said that the 


exhibition is designed to highlight 
Jordanian products and urged 
local companies and industrial 
firms to participate in the exhibi- 
tion. 

JIEC Director-General Fayez 
Suheimat said that the participa- 
tion fee will be nominal. 


Jordan plans big show 
at int’l fair in Baghdad 


BAGHDAD (Petra) — Jordan 
will take part in the Baghdad 
International Fair, which will 
open Nov. 3. 1988, and will dis- 
play a variety of national pro- 
ducts, according to an announce- 
ment by Mahmoud Malahmeh, 
economic attache at the Jorda- 
nian embassy here. 

Malahmeh said this year Jor- 
dan's pavilion will have a much 
larger space than previous years 
and nearly 300 Jordanian com- 
panies and industrial firms will 


New decree allows Soviet 
Enterprises to issue shares 


U 


jiMOSCOW (R) — The Soviet 
rCouucil of Ministers has issued a 
Udecree giving enterprises the right 
pto issue shares, the official TASS 
shews agency said Friday. 

Under the decree, which pro- 
vides a legal basis for experiments 
rifriready launched by some firms, 
thndividuals can hold shares only 
C«n the enterprise where they are 
ofemployed. But enterprises can 
stiurchase shares in each other, 
comd shares can be issued by com- 
Ticrcial banks, TASS said, 
ci **In this way it will be possible 
bco combine the interests of an 
asnterprise with the interests of 
cavorkers,” it added, 
co There will be one major differ- 
annce between Soviet and West- 
fi*m-style share-holding. In the 
diioviet Union, shareholders will 
tot have preference when manag- 

Rt 


ing the enterprise. 

“As to participation in manag- 
ing the enterprise, as distinct 
from the Western model, the 
rights of shareholders and non- 
shareholders will be absolutely 
equal.*' TASS said. “Otherwise 
democratic principles would be 
damaged.” 

“The incomes, naturally, will 
be different,” it added. 

There are also limits on how 
many shares a Soviet worker can 
buy. They cannot be worth more 
than 20 times the monthly wage 
or exceed 10.000 roubles 
($16,400), TASS said. 

The total value of shares issued 
to workers may not exceed 30 per 
cent of the sum of an enterprise’s 
fixed and current assets, it added. 

The money an enterprise 
makes from selling the shares will 


be invested in production, TASS 
said. 

Share-holding is still relatively 
alien to communist economic 
thinking and the new decree was 
not expected to change that over- 
night. 

Three enterprises in the Ukrai- 
nian city of Lvov were among the 
first to launch their own share 
schemes early this year. 

In two cases, factories gave 
their workers a financial stake in 
the business and in the third, a 
market garden offered shares to 
outside buyers. 

A prominent Soviet reform 
economist, Nikolai Shmelev, cal- 
led for Western-style share-hold- 
ing last February, saying it could 
raise money for industrial de- 
velopment and utilise millions of 
roubles of public savings. 


UJSabat gives 
privatisation 


^iraft law 
Sto parliament 


wl 


wRABAT (R) — The Moroccan 
^government has tabled draft leg- 
laisJatioD for sweeping privatisation 

)f several hundred state-control- 

ed enterprises, members of par- 
iament have said 
Morocco has about 400 state 
Enterprises or public companies 
Hmd affiliates. 


ec 


th- 


The draft law submitted to the 


Chamber of Representatives 
^Wednesday does not list the en- 
terprises that will be affected but’ 
“rays that six major enterprises 
will be excluded. 


re 


Jo. 


To remain under state control 


gire the railways, the national 
Virline Royal Air Maroc, posts 
Tjnd telecommunications, drink- 


so 


ng water distribution, electric 
rower production and the Office 


QCberifien des Phosphates which 
j-jias a monopoly of the phosphate 
industry, the mainstay of the eco- 


nomy. 

JT However, the draft says this 
wgioes not apply to affiliates or 
^subsidiaries of the six enterprises. 
it- Nationalised companies, which 
^nclude groups active in the agri- 
cultural. mining, petroleum, 
n iood, and transportation sectors. 


transportation 
I — will be transferred into private 
[lands “either through financial 
procedures or through calls for 
tender,” according to the text of 
the draft. 

Within six months of the prom- 
ulgation of the new law, which 
members of parliament say will 
be adopted because the govern- 
ment has a substantial majority, 
the government will evaluate the 
worth of the enterprises and de- 
_£ne privatisation regulations. 


_ MANY VILLAS AND 
s* APARTMENTS FOR 
RENT 

Furnished or 
Unfurnished 

fUln Shmeisani, Sweifieh, 
Abdoun and many other 
. locations. 


For more informa- 
tion please call Wael 
Real Estate at 685342 


Government pumps money 
into troubled Israeli firm 


TEL AVIV (R) — The govern- 
ment decided Friday to pump $20 
million of emergency aid into 
Israel’s biggest industrial group, 
Israel radio reported. 

The conglomerate. Koor In- 
dustries, which accounts for 10 
per cent of Israel’s gross national 
product, needs money to buy raw 
materials and meet wage bills 
while under pressure from credi- 
tors to settle its debts. 

A U.S. creditor. Banker’s 
Trust, is demanding that it repay 
3 $20 million loan or go into 
receivership, although several 
Austrian banks led by Zentral 
Sparkasse, which are owed $40 
million, have filed a court peti- 
tion opposing that. 


Koor, which is owned by the 
Histadrot labour federation, re- 
ported record 1987 losses of $250 
million and owes foreign banks a 
total of about $405 millions. 

The radio said officials met 
Koor executives Friday and 
agreed on the need for govern- 
ment aid to solve immediate cash 
flow problems and allow the firm 
to buy materials and pay wages. 

Koor makes a range of indust- 
rial, consumer, chemical and 
food products. It operates 100 
enterprises with 27,000 em- 
ployees. 

It is now working with govern- 
ment officials and Israeli banks to 
prepare a recovery plan accept- 
able to its creditors. 


Yugoslav government 
announces price hikes 


BELGRADE (AP) — Yugoslav 
produce qs Saturday announced 
price increases of up to 53 per 
cent for meat and 60 per cent for 
bread, just two days after an 
unpopular austerity programme 
was amended to allow salary 
hikes for some workers. 

The Belgrade daily Poiitika 
Ekspres said the latest meat price 
hikes “will drive the remaining 
shoppers out of meat markets” 
and will further lower living stan- 
dards of Yugoslavs. 

Inflation has been running as 
high as 217 per cent, but the 
government says it plans to lower 
it to 95 per cent by the end of this 
year. 

The last time prices of meat 
were considerably boosted was 
three weeks ago. Last year, the 
government had to cancel sharp 
increases in bread prices after 
widespread protests. 


FURNISHED FLATS 
FOR RENT 

Fully-furnished one bed- 
room and two bedroom 
fials. w/w carpet, colour 
TV. central heating, tele- 
phone. 

Two locations: Jabal Am- 
man, near Fifth Circle and 
Abdali area. 


Phone: 673768, 672842 
after 2 p.m. 


ch_ 


As of Saturday, one kilogram- 
me of prime quality steak cost 
50.400 dinars ($14) in Belgrade 
meat shops, up from 43,923 di- 
nars ($12.20) for an increase of 15 
per cent. 

Ground meat rose 53 per cent 
from 17,535 dinars ($4.87) per 
kilogramme to 26,803 dinars 
($7.45). 

A kilogramme of the cheapest 
kind of bread, now available at 
380 dinars (T 1 cents), will cost 660 
dinars (18 cents) when the new 
bread prices take effect Sunday, 
Poiitika Ekspres said. 

The average monthly income in 
Yugoslavia is the equivalent of 
$100. According to statistics, ab- 
out 80 per cent of the average 
wage is spent for food alone. 

Faced with increasing strikes 
and worker protests, the Yugos- 
lav parliament Thursday eased 
an unpopular austerity program- 
me of wage cuts and price hikes 
introduced last May by allowing 
salary increases for some 
workers. 

The amendments of the prog- 
ramme allowed an overall wage 
increase this year of between 140 
and 152 per cent, but only for 
workers in companies making 
profits and in hard-pressed social 
services like health and educa- 
tion. 

The Belgrade daily Veceraje 
Novosti said that about half of 
Yugoslav companies employing' 
more than two million workers 
would not be able to raise work- 
ers’ wages because they are oper- 
ating at a loss. 


Arab minerals company 
faces financial shortfall 


RABAT (R) — The Arab Orga- 
nisation for Mineral Resources 
said Friday it was owed 63 million 
dirhams (about $8 million) in 
unpaid budget dues from most of . 
its 16 members. 

“The shortfall is causing con- 
cern,” Secretary-General Ahmad 
Alouai m’Hamdi told the opening 
session of the group’s annual min- 
isterial conference. 

He said falling world prices of 
raw materials, including miner- 
als. had greatly affected the eco- 
nomies of many Arab countries. 

He did not identify the default- 
ing countries, but conference 
sources said Saudi Arabia, 
Kuwait, Morocco and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) were the 
only ones which paid their dues 
regularly. 

Libya, Tunisia, Syria, Sudan, 
Qatar, Jordan, Iraq, Algeria, 


Somalia, Mauritania, Egypt and 
the Palestine Liberation Orga- 
nisation are the other members of 
the group, launched in 1979. 

The one-day conference 
approved a 15 million dirham 
($1.8 million) budget for 1989 
and agreed to continue studies on 
several projects including an 
Arab gold smelter and a geologic- 
al and mineral deposits map of 
the Islamic World. 

The Rabat-based organisation 
has already produced the Arab 
World’ small-scale -scale thematic 
map of mineral deposits and geol- 
ogy costing $2 million paid by 
Saudi Arabia. 

The meeting elected Morocco’s 
Energy and Mines Minister 
Mohammad Fettah as the new 
president of the organisation to 
succeed UAE Oil Minister Mana 
Said A1 Oteiba 


EC assures Maghreb of 
profits from single market 


TUNIS (R) — A single European 
market will absorb more goods 
from the North African Maghreb 
region and encourage European 
investment abroad, European 
Community (EC) Commissioner 
Claude Cheysson said Friday. 

Cheysson told a news confer- 
ence the three Maghreb states — 
Algeria, Morocco and Tunisia — 
whose trade is traditionally with 
France, had nothing to fear and 
much to gain commercially from 
the single market envisaged for 
1992. 

“There’s no reason why they 
shouldn't sell as much to Ger- 
many as they do to France... the 
single market will make it easier 
to penetrate markets where Tuni- 
sian products are still not well 
established,” he said. 

Cheysson dismissed North 
African fears that the single mar- 
ket would put up protectionist 
barriers to exclude them. 

“Nowhere can the expanded 
market worsen European protec- 
tionism, which is besides by far 


the least severe in the world,” he 
said. 

The market would encourage 
the creation of large European 
companies which could seek out 
countries like Tunisia for invest- 
ment. especially in the garment 
industry and in industries assemb- 
ling pieces exported from 
Europe, be added. 

Cheysson, a former French 
foreign minister who is now com- 
missioner for Mediterranean poli- 
cy and North-South relations, 
said the European Community 
favoured a Greater Maghreb 
grouping Algeria, Libya, Mauri- 
tania, Morocco and Tunisia. 

The presence of Libya in the 
group would not be an obstacle, 
he said. “Whenever we support a 
regional entity, we recognise that 
it's the responsibility of its mem- 
bers to deride who should be in it 
and who should not.” 

Western diplomats say Britain 
has reservations about the Grea- 
ter Maghreb because of its poor 
relations with Libya. 


Top banker calls for 
stock market in UAE 


ABU DHABI (R) — The United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) should 
establish a stock market to 
streamline share dealings and re- 
duce manipulation, its central 
bank governor said Friday. • 


“I hope the competent author- 
ities will expedite the issuance of 
a law setting up a stock market to 
streamline dealings in shares and 
cut manipulations,” Abdul Malik 
Al Hamar told state-run Abu 
Dhabi Television. 

He said a stock market would 
also help to recycle government 
and private savings and boost 
productivity by national institu- 
tions. 


Shre dealings in the UAE, a 
federation of seven emirates in- 
cluding Dubai and oil-rich Abu 
Dhabi, are carried out through 
brokers. Bur there have been 
complaints about fraud and the 
presence of many unauthorised 
dealers. 


Banking sources said the cen- 
tral bank was preparing a law 
requiring investment firms to de- 
posit about 15 million dirhams 
($4 million) as a guarantee for 
customers. 


The UAE has been debating 
since 19S5 whether to establish a 
stock market in line with other 
Arab states like Bahrain, Egypt, 
Jordan, Kuwait, Qatar and Tuni- 
sia. Officials say disparities be- 
tween federal laws and individual 
emirates are hindering plans. 


The bank fixed the capital of 
each brokerage firm this year at a 
minimum of 250.000 dirhams 
($67,000) with a bank deposit of 
the same amount, Hamar told the 
television. 

“We have to be cautious... 
such a deposit is necessary be- 
cause we are living in a world frill 
of fraud, blackmail and forgery 
whether locally, regionally or at 
the international level.” he said. 



Jordan Times 
Tel: 667171-6 


the coming two- 


parttcipate in 
week event. 

He said Jordanian products to. 
be displayed include leather, 
plastics, chemicals, cosmetics, 
scents, engineering products, 
kitchens, furniture, doors, print- 
ing material, paper, office equip- 
ment, food supplies, clothes, fer- 
tilisers and agricultural products. 

The Jordanian pavilion, he 
said, can sell up to $100,000 
worth of semi-manufactured 
goods and $30,000 worth’ of con- 
sumer goods. 

Industry and Trade Minister 
Hamdi Tabbaa is expected to 
attend the opening of Jordan's 
pavilion along with senior Iraqi 
and Jordanian officials. 

So far, nearly 60 countries and 
more than 1,800 Arab and non- 
Arab companies have agreed to 
take part in the fair. 


U.S. firms 
seek Iraqi 


business 


HOUSTON (R) — U.S. oil ser- 
vice companies, facing lean times 
as America’s domestic energy in- 
dustry dwindles, are hunting new 
business opportunities in Iraq fol- 
lowing last August’s ceasefire in 
the eight-year Gulf war. 

The U.S. Department of C6m- 
merce estimates Iraq's expansion 
and reconstruction plans for its 
war-hit energy industry will cre- 
ate a $3 billion market for energy 
service firms. 


Oil service giants like Hallibur- 
ton Co., Schlumberger Ltd., and 
Tenneco Inc., are eagerly eyeing 
opportunities in Iraq and so are 
smaller companies such as Daniel 
Industries. Lummus Crest Inc., 
M.W. Kellogg Co., and Hunt Oil 
Co ....... 

“We would obviously look for- 
ward ro participating in any pro- 
jects when they become avail- 
able,” said Halliburton spokes- 
man Guy Marcus. 

Most of the work in Iraq will 
centre around services and equip- 
ment needed in oil exploration 
and production. 


Houston-based Daniel Indus- 
tries. which installs pumps :md 
measuring devices for large oil 
loading operations, said Iran 
already contacted the company to 
bid on projects to upgrade pipe- 
line stations damaged during the 
war. 

“We're in the drawing board 
stage now. The rush of business 
will come when they go out for 
procurement,” said Bill Griffin, 
Daniel's vice-president of fi- 
nance. 


U.S. firms are not {he only 
.ones looking at Iraq. Asian and 
European firms also hope to land 
Iraqi business. 

According to the Petroleum 
Equipment suppliers Associa- 
tion, a trade group, there were 
600 companies in 38 countries 
which supplied oil-related equip- 
ment in 1982, the latest^year for 
which data is available. 

But U.S. companies may have 
an edge because they have 
already established relations with 
the Iraqis. 


Last spring. Iraqi Oil Minister 
Abdul Rahim Al Chalabi visited 
the United States at the invitation 
of U.S. Energy Secretary John 
Herrington. 

Al Chalabi met with officials 
from Tenneco, Hunt Oil and 
M.W. Kellogg and said that Iraq 
was enlarging its cooperation 
with the United States. 


Since the oil price crash started 
in 1981, U.S. oil service com- 
panies have increased their share 
of overseas business from 30 per 
cent to about 40 per cent, said 
Steve Larkin, executive vice- 
president of the Petroleum 
Equipment Suppliers Associa- 
tion. 

“The industry here (in the 
U.S.) is about shut down. Iraq 
won't make or break our com- 
panies, but it’s important,” he 
said. 
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FURNISHED APARTMENT 
FOR RENT 


an 

su 


3 bedrooms, 3 bathrooms, sitting room, dining room, 
family room and 3 balconies. 

Location: 3 minutes walk to Shmeisani shopping 
area, opposite the Montosori Day Care Centre. 


. 



DUTY FREE CAR 


ONE BEDROOM APARTMENT 


Wanted to buy 


FOR RENT 


Jeep Daihatsu Rockey Mitsubishi Pajero. Nissan Petrol short 


A furnished apartment In Abdoun, consisting of one large 


chassis. 


bedroom, living-dining room, modem kitchen and bath- 


B.M.W 316-318. Honda Prelude 1982-1985 


room. Separate entrance, private garden and central 
heating. 


Sunday all day pis. call on 665490 



Monday and Tuesday after 2:30 - 8:00 p.m. 


Call Tel: 817765 j 



Ministry fixes milk prices 


AMMAN (Petra) — The prices of dried whole and instant powdered; 
milkramainedfa tins will be as follows adding to a new rate fixed, 
by minister of supply and announced here Saturday. 

Price of consumer 


Mark 


Net weight 


1700 grammes 
1800 grammes 
2500 grammes . 

2500 grammes 
1800 grammes 
1800 grammes 
2500 grammes 
1800 grammes 

According to a statement by the minister, each tin ^ d be ^ de ^ 
of the specifications of the milk, dates of production and expiry.; 


France Lait 

Safety 

Nido 

Klim 

Klim 

Avanti 

Coast 

Coast 


JD 1.750 
JD 2.220 
JD 3.180 
JD 2.490 
JD 1.940 
JD 1-940 
JD 2.690 
JD 1.900 


Jordan, India sign labour 
agreement in New Delhi 


NEW DELHI (AP) — India and 
Jordan Saturday signed an agree- 
ment to protect living and work- 
ing conditions of Indian labourers 
in Jordan, news reports said. 

Under the memorandum of 
understanding, recruitment of In- 
dian workers and their entry into 
Jordan would be regulated by the 
laws of the two countries, the 
United News of India said. 


The memorandum, which is 
valid for three years, also calls for 
the appointment of a committee , 
to oversee implementation, the 
news agency said. 

The agreement was signed iij 
New Delhi by India’s Labour 
Minister Bindeshwari Dubey, 
and his Jordanian counterpart, 
Marwan Akram Issa Dudin, the 
agency said. 


Audit training course opens 


AMMAN (Petra) — The Audit 
Bureau Saturday opened a train- 
ing course for 20 employees from 
its own staff. The participants in 
the week-long course will be 
oriented on new trends on finan- 


cial control matters related to 
government departments. 

According to the bureau's 
director Has hem Dabbas the best 
five trainees will be sent on adv- 
anced training courses abroad. ‘ 


Centre analyses trade 
between Islamic states 


CASABLANCA, Morocco (R) 
— Trade within the one-billion- 
strong Islamic World is growing 
slowly, with geography and other 
obstacles blocking a faster pace of 
commerce, an Islamic group says. 

Islamic countries still trade 
more with industrialised coun- 
tries than they do among them- 
selves, the Casablanca-based Isla- 
mic Centre for Trade Develop- 
ment says in its annual report. 

The centre, affiliated to the 
46-member Islamic Conference 
Organisation (ICO), said inter- 
Islamic trade in 1985 was worth 
$20.4 billion, or 11.6 per cent of 
the Islamic countries' total of 
about $175 billion. 


“We are not happy with the 
situation,” the centre’s director 
general, Driss Alaoui Mdaghri, 
told reporters recently. 

He cited geography as well as 
problems with transport, com- 
munications and customs regula- 
tions as hindrances to pan-IsLamic 
commerce. 


“Political will is needed to 
further promote trade among the 
Islamic countries," he said. “Stu- 
dies and statements are not 
enough, unless these are trans- 
lated into tangible steps.” 

The Jeddah-based ICO. 
formed iu 1969 following the 
burning of Islam's revered Al 
Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem, seeks 
political, cultural, scientific and 
economic cohesion among its 
members spread across Africa, 
Middle East and Asia. 

Islamic countries produce a 
vast variety of commodities, but 
few possess the technological or 
industrial base to turn raw mate- 
rials into finished products com- 


petitive with those of the indus- 
trialised world. 

Most export earnings are spent 
on imports of industrial and con- . 
sumer goods or in paying foreign 
debts. 

Nearly half the ICO members 
produce oil or natural gas. In other 
minerals, Gabon ranks second in 
the world as a producer of man- 
ganese and Niger fourth for ura- 
nium. 

Guinea has two-thirds of the 
world's bauxite reserves and 
Malaysia and Indonesia are 
among the 10 main tin and rubber 
producers. 

ICO members are also impor- 
tant producers of iron ore, tim- 
ber, phosphates, rice, jute, cof- 
fee, cocoa, vanilla and cotton. 

The report said more than half 
the trade between Islamic! coun- 
tries involved oil, natural gas and 
related products. Trade in manu- 
factured products was limited to 
textiles, cement, fertilisers and 
steel products. 

The Casablanca centre has 
established a trade information 
nerwork and drafted a trade pre- 
ferences agreement to serve the 
Islamic World and as a protection 
against growing protectionism by 
developed countries. 

Since 1979, Islamic trade fairs 
have been held regularly to over- 
come handicaps to trade within 
the Islamic World. 

“Even though actions which 
have been so far taken are impor- 
tant and commendable, they re- 
main insufficient in view of the 
ambitions of the Islamic com- 
munity and require furthermore a 
‘long period of maturation to be 
fruitful," the centre said. 


AMMAN EXCHANGE RATES 


Saturday rates 

Central Bank official rates 
Boy Sefl 


U.S. dollar 

441.0 

443.0 

Pound Sterling 

776.6 

760.0 

Deu (schema rk 

248.2 

249.4 

Swiss franc 

293.1 

294.6 

French franc 

72.6 

73.0 


Buy 

SeD 


Japanese yen (for 100) 
Dutch guilder 
Swedish crown 
lUalian lira (for 100) 
Belgian franc ifor 101 


349.4 

220.1 

71.5 

32.3 

118.9 


351. 
22i.: 
7 1. 1 


118.' 


AMMAN FINANCIAL MARKET 


Regular market: 

Top three companies: 

Arab Bank Limited 
Jordan Cement Factories 
Jordan Spinning and Weaving 
Parallel market: 
Development bonds: 
Treasury bills & bonds: 
Otther debentures: 


Number 

Volume 

Contracts 

537914 

JD 907224 

655\ 

1650 

JD 219314 

69 

109695 

JD 152671 

72 

79507 

JD 76132 

71 

22088 

JD 13457 


50 

JD 520 

— 

— 

— 
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IORDAN BUSINESS DIRECTORY 


Ministry of Industry and Trade 6A3191 

«S& : — gg 

Ministry of Hanning fMMA 

Ministry o{ Labour 663186 

Ministry of Communications ... 847391 
Ministry of Agriculture 639391 

r Ct ? n lD ax P cpartnicnt 660151 

Central Bank of Jordan 630301 

sSscSri*| 0l r Dcpar ? mcnl 772181 
SOCHI Security Corporauon .... 643000 

Jordan Industrial Estates 
Corporation 721 194 


Jordan Commercial Centres 


Commerce 666151=: 

Amman Chamber of Industry c < n ur"- 
^^atKmofBanksinJOTdan 662258— 
Jordan Association of Insurance ; 

fiSSeSLSLVKT 




Jordanian Businessmen - . ,, 

Ass 5’ aaBM OMfl3 
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aUoW** 1 * ^ Youth Awad Khleifai Friday presents a prize to a 
winner ta a chess tournament held In Amman, as part of the Royal 
Cbcs* Club's anniversary festivities (Felra photo) 

Festival marks chess 
club anniversary 


Min 

am [ s . 
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AMMAN" (Petra) — A chess 
festival *as organised at the 
goyal Chess Club in Amman 
Fnouy w mark the dub’s 16th 
anniversary- 

A mini of chess players took 
nwt in the festival, which was 
attended by Minister of Youth 
A«ad Khfeiftt and other offi- 
cials. 

Jn a brief statement, khlcifat 
said the game of chess had be- 
come m«e popular in Jordan 


thanks to the continued support 
from His Royal Highness Prince 
Mohammad, His Majesty King 
Hussein’s personal representa- 
tive. 

The ministry of youth will con- 
tinue to support the club and the 
players, along with other sports 
federations in Jordan. Khlcifat 
said. 

71)e minister distributed med- 
ab and cups to the winners in 
Friday's matches. 



Celtics defeat Yugoslavs 
in McDonalds Open 
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.MADRID (AP) — Larry Bird 
scored 17 of his game-high 27 
points in the second hnif and 
Kevin Mchale sparked an early 
third-quarrer surge to lead the 
Boston Celtics to a 113-85 victory 
over the Yugoslav National team 
Friday in the first round of the 
McDonald’s Basketball Open. 

The Yugoslav team trailed by 
just 53-47 at halftime, but Mchale 


scored mx punts in a lu-2 spun at 
the srart of the third quarter as 
the Celtics pulled away. Bird had 
a 3-point shot in ihe fourth 
quarter. 

Boston centre Robert Parish 
scored 20 points, lb in the first 
half, and grabbed 19 rebounds. 

Zarko Paspalj led Yugoslavia 
with IS points. Danko Cyjetica- 
nin added 17 and Dino Rajda had 
15. 


GOREN BRIDGE 


BY CHARLES GOREN 
AND OMAR SHARIF 


TEST YOUR PLAY 


Boih vulnerable. North deals. 
NORTH 
*965 
? KQ5 
v AQ7 

♦ K 9 4 2 

WEST EAST 

♦ A Q 2 * 3 

: 10 1 3 2 r A 9 7 4 

: 8 3 : 10 965 2 

+ J 8 65 +Q103 

SOUTH 
« K J 10 8 7 4 

7 J6 
v K J 4 

* A7 
The bidding: 

North East South West 

1 * Pass 1 * Pass 

l NT Pass 4 * Pass 

Pass Pass 

Opening lead: Eight of . 

We expect mosi of our readers to 
have no problem with this hand. 
Cover up the Easi-West cards and 
deride how you, as South, would 
play four spades after the opening 
kad of the eight of diamonds. 

The auction is normal, although 
South, with honors in every suit, 
might have ventured three no trump 
rather than four spades despite his 


six-card suit. However, there is no 
denying chat the final contract was 
the best, and a heavy favorite to 
succeed. 

W'hen this hand was played, de- 
clarer saw no problem. He won the 
opening lead in dummy with the 
queen and ran the nine of trumps to 
West’s queen. The diamond return 
was again won on the table and an- 
other trump was led. 

It was only when Easi staffed a 
high heart on this that declarer's 
predicament began to dawn on him. 
West look his trump ace, led a hear! 
to his partner's ace and ruffed ihe 
diamond return for a one-trick set. 

If you played the hand ihe same 
way, you were unlucky to go down. 
However, the opening lead should 
have alerted you to the possibility of 
a ruff, and you should have taken 
steps lo forestall that eventuality 

You can’t afford to touch 
trumps. After winning the diamond 
opening lead you should immediate- 
ly force out ihe ace of hearts. Win 
the diamond return m dummy and 
lake a diamond discard on the tliitd 
heart- That guarantees the contract 
regardless of w-ho is short :n dia- 
monds. Easy, no? 



THE BETTER HALF 


By Harris 



Tm not used to such a fancy 
restaurant. Which fork do l^use 
to pick my fingernails?" • 
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME 
I * Dy Henri Arnold and Bob Leo 


Unscramble ibese four Jumbles, 
ono laneno BSCh square, to lorm 

ordinary words. 


■posa 
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SONOW 
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UPDELD 


SHI 
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WHAT THE EARTHS 
TWO POLAR 
REGIONS ARE. 
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Now arrahfld the circled loiters to 
form the surprise answer, as sug- 
gested By the above cartoon. 


Answer here: A £ X X 
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Yesterday’s 


(Answers Monday) 
Jumbles: MESSY PURGE CRABBY HAPPEN 
Answer. WbW flatfwl can be—' THE “ARCH ENEMY- 


SPORTS IN BRIEF 


West indies win Sharjah Trophy 

SHARJAH (R) — West Indies won the Champion* Trophy 
one-day cricket tournament when they heat Pakistan by 1 1 funs in 
the final Saturday. Scores: West Indies 235 for six (50 avers), 
Pakistan 224 (49.4 overs). 


turf race are from Europe, including a representative of the Soviet 
Union for the second consecutive year. Rim, a three-year-old colt 
that is only the second Soviet horse to run in the United States 
since 19ri6, is considered an extreme long shot at the Laurel 
racecourse. But Squill, a French colt, and most welcome, an 
English colt, are highly regarded and expected to give 2-! 
favourite Sunshine Forever a run for his monev. 


Denmark wins women's Bridge Olympiad Kasparov moves into 1st place 


VTNICE (K) — Denmark won the women's world Bridge 
Olympiad Friday night, beating Britain by ITS international 
match points, to 157. In the open event the United States are 
leading Austria by 223 points to 181 after 64 hoards, with 32 more 
hoards lo play. The young squad that brought Denmark its first 
world bridge trophy had played steadily throughout the two-week 
marathon, overcoming a record field of 35 rivals. Britain, narrow 
losers to ihe United States in the last Olympiad and winners of 
many world honours, were below their best, with only Nicola 
Smith Gardener showing championship form. Denmark may now 
be set for a successful run in women's bridge. Beilina Kalkcrup 
and Charlotte Paimund. both in their early 2t)s and silver 
medallists in the 198b world pairs championship, show great 
promise. 

U.S. leads Austria in Bridge final 

VENICE (R) — The United States led Austria by 143 points to 
100 half-way through Friday's play tn the marathon World Bridge 
Olympiad men’s final. The Americans, fielding the best players in 
the world according to Bridge Federation ratings, made a strong 
early challenge for the only Bridge title they have never won. But 
Austria improved towards Ihe end of the first 32-board session 
and much may depend on the tactics of U.S. capiam Grant Baze. 

Mayotte advances in Frankfurt tournament 

FRANKFURT (R) — Titleholder and top seed Tim Mayotte of 
the United States swept aside uusceded West German Patrick 
Kuehnen after losing the first three games of his quarter-final in 
the Frankfurt Cup Grand Prix tennis tournament Friday. In the 
semifinals he meets compatriot Jim Pugh, the sixth seed, who 
repeated his victory of last year over fourth-seeded American 
Brad Gilbert, winning 4-6, 6-2, 7-6 (8-6). 

Ed berg may boycott 1990 Grand Slam 

TOKYO (R) — Wimbledon champion Stefan Edberg said 
Saturday he would boycott the four Ciiand Slain tennis tourna- 
ments in 1990 if "major problems” upset plans for a streamlined 
circuit. The Swedish world number three was speaking after 
losing to Australian John Fitzgerald in the semifinals of the Japan 
indoor tournament. He said part of the reason for his defeat was 
because he had played too much tennis recently and lost interest 
in his match against Fitzgerald, who won 7-6. 6-U. Many top men 
professionals have voiced their support for a new circuit in which 
players would not have to compete lor the whole year, as many do 
now. 

Sunshine Forever favoured to win 

LAUREL (R) — American entry Sunshine Forever is favoured to 
overcome the anticipated challenge of a strong European field 
and win the 37th running of rhe $750,000 D.C. International Horse 
Race Sunday. Eight of the 14 starters in this prestigious l 1 -4-mile 


REYKJAVIK (R) — Soviet world champion Garry Kasparov 
moved into joint first place after defeating Hungarian Gyula Sax 
in the fifteenth round of the world cup chess tournament in 
Iceland. Kasparov, playing white in Friday’s game, shared first 
place with fellow Soviet Alexander Bcljavsky with two rounds left 
to play in the SIOU.MJ0 tournament. Kasparov held the better 
position all the time and Sax resigned after 32 moves. Beijavsky 
was held to a draw with Victor Korchnoi. Dutch grandmaster Jan 
Tim man seemed badly off form and lost easily ro former world 
champion Mikhail Tai in a game lasting only 20 moves. 

Drug tests to reduce rumours 

HE1.SINKI (AP) — For the first lime m international sports, 
contestants will be tested for blood doping at next February's 
World Ski Championships in Lahti. Finland, medical officials said 
Friday. Dr. Seppo Tikka, member of the medical board of the 
Lahti Winter Games, told the Associated Press that the tests for 
blood doping, which entails a transfusion of enriched blood 
before critical competitions, was to “clean up the sport and 
remove suspicion and the rumours which have been rampant." 

Budd reported to be in training 

LONDON (R) — Zola Budd, whose international running career 
seemed over when she quit Britain in May and returned to her 
native South Africa, was reported Friday to be considering a 
comeback. The London Daily Star newspaper quoted Budd' as 
saying from her home in Bloemfontam: "I definitely want to run 
again at international level.” South Africa is barred from 
international sports because of its apartheid policies and when 
Budd returned there suffering from nervous exhaustion, it 
appeared she had scuppered all hopes of pursuing an international 
career. But she told the Daily Star she had stayed cleared of racing in 
her homeland in order to keep alive her chances of coming back 
to Britain, her adopted country. 

Czechs defeat U.S. In Indoor soccer 

CANBERRA (AP) — Czechoslovakia edged the United States 
and Brazil, Spain and Australia scored one-sided wins in first 
round action in the world indoor soccer championships Friday. 
Czechoslovakia dominated its match against the United States 
winning 5-2 at Bruce stadium in Canberra. The Czech side was 
always in command and led 4-1 at halftime. Chief scorers for 
Czechoslovakia were Ivan Bubela and Radek Slavik with two 
goals each. Greg Lesniek and Jorge Titinjer scored the U.S. side’s 
two goals. Earlier. Brazil outgunned Japan to win their first round 
match 29-1 , also at Bruce stadium. Spearheaded by Luis Ortiz and 
Carlos Garcia with eight and five goals respectively. Brazil scored 
the easiest of wins in the Group D match. Spain defeated New 
Zealand 19-2 at Beaton Park in Wollongong, south of Sydney, 
and Australia proved too strong for Italy, winning 12-1 at the 
Australian Institute of Sport in Canberra. 
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S HOROSCOPE 
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GENERAL TENDENCIES: No 
one seems to be able to do anything 
without stepping an someone else' 9 
toes today. Hypersensitivity and 
disagreements start off the day, 
with a reprieve in the afternoon. 
Don't overindulge this evening. 

ARIES (Mar. 21 to Apr. 19) Be 
prepared lo spend a lot of money on 
your loved one today. Stay calm 
this morning if clerks wanl to argue 
with you. Beware of foreign foods. 

TAURUS (Apr. 20 to May 20) 
Your desire to just stay at home 
ran lead Lo arguments wiLh a loved 
one in the morning. By the after- 
noon you are more agreeable. 

GEMINI (May 21 to June 21) 
Bad judgment and cloudy thinking 
are prevalent all day. This can lead 
to arguments with those in charge. 
The afternoon brings piece of mind. 

MOON CHILDREN (June 22 Lo 
Jul. 21) Be careful of friends who 
want to borrow from you today. It 
can be very expensive and cause 
arguments about, their character. 

LEO (Jul. 22 to Aug. 21) Your 
natural tendency to overindulge 
could cause arguments with 
superiors over money. Watch out 
for romantic indiscretions tonight. 

VIRGO (Aug. 22 lo Sept, 221 In- 
dulging in secrcL love affairs can 


bring you bad publicity and cause 
arguments. Your conciliatory ac- 
tions will get you a belter hearing. 

LIBRA (Sept. 23 lo Oct. 22) 
Disagreements with friends about 
money owed colors the day. The 

morning brings headaches and con- 
flicts with women. 

SCORPIO (Oct. 23 to Nov. 21) 
There seem 9 lo be a business set- 
back thaL could cause you to argue 
with those dose to you. Take ad- 
vantage of luck when it comes. 

SAGfTTARIUS (Nov. 22 to Dec. 
21) Be careful that your heightened 
sensitivity to criticism of your ideas 
doesn’t make you lash bode at your 
family. Things will get better. 

CAPRICORN (Dec. 22 to Jon. 20) 
In the morning people don't like 
your talk of being single, but later 
Lhey will seem to be more receptive 
to your ideas. 

AQUARIUS (Jan. 21 to Feb. 19) 
There ia tension between your part- 
ner 's feelings and your own. This 
could lead to arguments about 
"yours and mine" later, 

PISCES (Feb. 20 la Mar. 20) You 
uro sensitive enough without hav- 
ing lo put up with a lot of criticism, 
so don't aggravate yourself by 
fighting with people this morning. 


THE Daily Crossword by Jamea V. Schick 
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5 — ban* 

9 Charfos’ dog 

13 Ballot ! 

14 Buenos Aires 
dictator 

a 


1 

□ 

a 


n 

a, 

a 

a 
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15 Ennlng In 
Paris 


23 

18 Start ol law, 

a 

a 

a 


19 Coaeh Unsaid 

20 Want wrong 

21 Skating places 

22 "The — Love" 

23 La Pax's land: 

E 




a 




» 




abbr. 

24 Saw eontlnuod 

c 

j 

a 

ai 

32 Mata — 



34 Gens Into 

a 

a 

a 


36 Lat. abbr. 

a 



a: 

38 Slowa 
38 Is tick 

so 



□ 

39 US aokilera 

40 Blood 

u 



□ 


a 

a 

H 

a 


m 


■ 

■ 


■ 


■ 

■ 


■ 

■ 

■ 

■ 




41 Busy ones 

42 Saw continued 

47 HflL 

48 Thraih 

48 Houston pro 
S2 Solzhen Mayn't 

arehlpofago 

54 Nag. opposite 
67 Saw 

concluded 

60 Duck 

61 Dance 

62 Like ruche 

63 Playground 

64 

65 


Z iBSS Tilbuna MadU CwvkM. Inc 
aii HJgnu ftnarvad 


Wlngt 

Comer 


DOWN 

1 Declare 

2 Region 

3 Shoshones ns 

4 Legal matter 

5 01 a nervous 
ayalem 

6 Escutcheon 
border 

7 Mary Lincoln 

nea — 

8 Sothem 
eotrata 


9 "Let — be 
your..." 

10 Anon 

11 Wateh sound 

12 2 x 2 boats? 
14 Obscene lit. 

17 Die ears 

18 Sing 

22 1149 

23 Preiudlca 

24 On —■ 
(buttling) 

25 — hand 
(humbly) 

26 Expunge 

27 Law partner 
26 Poor grade 

28 True partner 

30 ft la 

31 Rlau 

38 Misplaced 

37 Bow 

38 Aid partner 
40 Old-lime 

dance 

43 — Robbins 

44 Compel 


Yesterday's Puzzle Solved: 


nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnn non n nnnnn 
nnnn nnnn nnnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnnn nan 
nnnnnn non nnnn 

□nnnn onnna □□□ 
pnnnnnnnnnnnnnn 
nnn nnnnn nnnnn 
nnnn nan oannaa 
nnn nnnn 
nnnnnnnnnnonnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn nnnn nnnn 
nnnnn naan nnnn 


45 '*— shinhig 

ses n 

46 Condiment 

48 M. BeM: obbr. 
50 Mete’ home 
61 Emotional 
drop 

52 Final purpose 


53 Ensigns' col. 

54 Former TV 
host 

55 Formerly 

56 - terrier 
58 Sch. gp. 

68 Dell order 

tellers 


Athletic history is made 
at Paralympic games 


SEOUL (AP) — A 6S-year-old 
man from Australia won a gold 
medal in lawn bowling Saturday 
to become what may be the most 
decorated man in" Paralympic 
games history. 

He now holds 76 Paralympic 
medals, won in every games" since 
the Paralympics began in, I960. 

Roy Fowler of Ipswich, 
Queensland, won his 35th gold 
Saturday, his first in the 19SS 
games. In past games, he also has 
won 25 silver and 16 bronze 
medals. 

Fowler, a wheelchair athlere, 
has won medals in swimming, 
archcry and table tennis, but the 
Australian team office said he 
was entered only in lawn bowling 
for the Oct. 15-24 games in Seoul. 

Before a spinal injury disahK d 
him, Fowler was active in athle- 
tics in Australia in rugby, boxing 
and wrestling. 


The Sth international Paralym- 
pics, scheduled to end Oct. 24, 
includes more than 4,000 partici- 
pants from 62 nations and is the 
largest games for the disabled 
ever held. 

An Italian couple has become 
the first husband and wife team to 
capture gold medals in the Inter- 
national Paralympic games. 

Santo Mancano. an air riflist 
from Pisa, has won three gold 
medals. His wife, Marieila Berti- 
ni. has won one gold and one 
silver medal in fencing. Both are 
wheelchair athletes. 

Disabled swimmers competing 
in the Paralympic games say wa- 
ter gives them a feeling of move- 
ment their bodies can never have 
on land and swimming relieves 
frustrations. 

"When 1 swim, it’s like I have 
my arms," said Eric Richard of 
France. 


Fitzgerald, 
Becker to 
meet in final 

TOK\0 (R) — Sixth-seeded Australian John Fitz- 
gerald thwarted .hopes of a repeat of this year’s 
Wimbledon final Saturday by beating top seed 
Stefan Edberg in the Japan indoor Tournament 
semifinals. 


Fitzgerald. 32nd in the world 
rankings, played fust, agile tennis 
to beat the’ third-ranked Swede 
7-6, 6-0. and faces second seed 
Boris Becker in the final. 

The West German, in his first 
competition after a six-week abs- 
ence through injury, overcame a 
stiff first-set challenge to beat 
unseeded American Richard 
matuszewski 7-6, 6-1. 

Wimbledon champion Edberg 
said he was lased by a 43-minute 
interruption just before the first 
set tie-breaker after some lights 
in the Yoyogi indoor stadium 
suddenly darkened. 

"I think you can tell how it 
affected my game," a despondam 
Edberg said. 

Hr lost the lie-breaker 7-2 
without really forcing Fitzgerald 
into a rally. 

But the Australian said the 
delay did not bother him. “i think 
I played very, very well." sard 
Fitzgerald. "I was moving well 
and my volleys felt crisp and 
that’s the most important thing 
on these courts." 

Fitzgerald roared into the 
second set, robbing Edberg of his 
first service game with a series 
probing forehands to the back 
court. 


From then on Edberg could 
only shake his head in disbelief, 
especially when he lost two games 
to lo\e in the second set." 

Becker, whom Edberg beat in 
the Wimbledon final, was tested 
by 136th-ranked Matuszeuski 
during their first set but pulled 
through the tie-break ~-5. 

The double Wimbledon cham- 
pion even found time to amuse 
the 1 ] .000-strong crowd by bow- 
ing after a couple of stray pigeons 
swooped near him when the tie- 
break score wax 3-2 in his favour. 

Becker, going for his fifth title 
thid year, clinched the iie-hreak 
with a cross-court forehand that 
stopped Matuszewski in his 
tracks, and then settled into his 
characteristic big-serv»ng game 

“I feel good." he added. 'T sliil 
have a chance to beat almost any 
player in the world and 1 still have 
a chance to be the best." 

Both Becker and Fitzgerald, 
who also had a spei! out ol 
competition after tearing a calf 
muscle in August, said one 
reason for their victory w.i* that 
they felt fresh and hungered in 
win. 

Edberg. in contrast, blamed a 
surfeit of tennis for his poor 
showinu. 


OFFICIAL ANNOUNCEMENT 

The Spanish Cultural Centre announces the start oi an 
intensive Spanish language course - 

— Registration starts Oct. 24 and lasts until Oct. 31. 1988 

— Course opens Nov. 1. 1988 

— Course lasts for eight weeks 

— Classes Saturday, Monday and Wednesday from 3 
p.m. until 5 p.m. 

For more information call the Spanish Cultural 
Centre 

Tel: 624049 - Jabal Aman - near the Spanish 
Embassy 
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Moscow plans 
major shifts in 
political setup 


MOSCOW (R) — A rule allowing parliament to 
decide on the use of limited contingents of the armed 
forces, an apparent check against another Afghan is- 
tan-style involvement, is among proposed amend- 
ments to the Soviet constitution. 


The proposal follows growing 
public debate over whether a 
Kremlin decision in December. 
1979. to send forces to Afghanis- 
tan was right and calls for guaran- 
tees against it happening again. 

The amendments would dra- 
matically alter the Soviet political 
system, transferring many of the 
Communist Party's powers to 
elected officials and legislatures 
in an attempt to make govern- 
ment more democratic. 

The draft amendments, pub- 
lished Saturday in the Soviet 
press, include a provision for the 
recall of the country’s president 
and assign to the now largely 
ceremonial post many powers 
previously enjoyed by the party 
leader. 

The Supreme Soviet, or parlia- 
ment. is expected in a special 
session next month to adopt the 
proposed changes, which were 
urged by Kremlin leader Mikhail 
Gorbachev and endorsed at the 
Communist Party conference last 
summer. 

The official news agency TASS 
said that “not a single state, 
economic or social issue may be 
tackled without the Soviets' 
knowledge" under the new 
system. 

The clause on limited military 
intervention is one of the better 
examples of this power transfer. 
The decision to send Soviet 
troops into Afghanistan in 1979 
was made by then- Kremlin leader 
Leonid Brezhnev and an inner 
circle of party colleagues. 

According to rhe proposed arti- 
cle 113. section 15. the new 
streamlined Supreme Soviet 
would have to approve such a 
move. 


taken in defiance of the machin- 
ery of democracy.” 

He urged the creation of 
guarantees "to prevent anything 
of the kind every occurring 
again” and other Soviet intellec- 
tuals have said they warned the 
Kremlin the move was a mistake. 

“Our institute expressed a pro- 
foundly negative attitude to the 
sending of troops into Afghanis- 
tan. We warned of the harm it 
would cause and said it had little 
chance of success,” recalled 
academician Oleg Bogomolov. 

Bogomolov, director of the 
think-tank Institute of the Eco- 
nomy of the World Socialist Sys- 
tem. made his comments in a 
letter published in Literatumaya 
Gazeta. 


Soviet officials have continued 
to defend the involvement, but 
agreed to withdraw their 100.000 
troops by Feb. 15. 1989, under 
quadripartite accords signed in 
Geneva this year. Moscow says 
its forces entered Afghanistan at 
Che request of Kabul to help a 
friendly government in its war 
against Afghan rebels. 

Once the proposed constitu- 
tional amendments have been 
approved by the Supreme Soviet, 
the way will be cleared for the 
election next spring of a new 
Congress of People's Deputies. 

Its 2.250 deputies will elect a 
Soviet president and appoint a 
smaller, bicameral parliament 
from among its members. 


‘‘The Supreme Soviet adopts 
decisions about the use of contin- 


gents of the armed forces of the 
USSR in case of the necessity to 
meet international treaty obliga- 
tions on maintaining peace and 
security,” the article says. ’ 
Popular writer and editor Grig- 
ory Baklanov told the Commun- 
ist Party conference July 1 the 
Kremlin’s dispatch of troops to 
Afghanistan was “a decision 


The parliament will also be 
called the Supreme Soviet but 
will be in session for up to eight 
months a year instead just meet- 
ing for a few days to approve 
Communist Party decisions. 

Gorbachev, already made 
Soviet president at a meeting of 
the Supreme Soviet Oct. 1, is 
expected to be elected to the new 
presidential post while keeping 
his title of party chief. 

Once installed, the president 
will head the parliament, name 
the prime minister, head the de- 
fence council, sign legislation into 
law and represent the Soviet -Un- 
ion abroad. 


WORLD NEWS IN BRIEF 


Shevardnadze names new deputy 


MOSCOW ( R) — Soviet Foreign Minister Eduard Shevardnadze 
has a new first deputy. Alexander Bessmertnykh, the official news 
agency TASS said Friday. Bessmertnykh, a specialist in U.S. 
affairs, was appointed first deputy foreign minister by the Soviet 
Council of Ministers, TASS said. He will apparently share the title 
with Yuli Vorontsov, a diplomatic trouble shooter who was 
recently appointed as ambassador to Afghanistan. 


Callaghan leaves hospital 


LONDON ( R) — Former Labour Prime Minister Lord Callaghan. 
76, has left hospital where he was admitted after collapsing 
Thursday. Hospital officials said he was released Friday after 
doctors kept him under observation and found nothing wrong. 
Callaghan had felt faint after giving a reading at a memorial service 
in London for a former leader of both the House of Commons and 
Lords. Last June he underwent tests after suffering a mild srroke. 


Big heroin bust in Australia 


SYDNEY ( AP) — Police Saturday said they had made the largest 
seizure of heroin in Australia's history after smashing an interna- 
tional drug ring operating from Hong Kong. A total of 21 people 
were arrested here and in Hong Kong following the seizure of 43.5 
kilogrammes of high-grade Thai heroin, with an estimated street 
value of 540 million. 


Kurd linked to Palme murder on trial 


STOCKHOLM ( AP) — An accused Kurd with possible links to the 
assassination of Prime Minister Olof Palme was arraigned in court 
Friday on charges of a murder in West Germany. The defendant, 
whose name has been withheld under Swedish press regulations, 
allegedly was a member of the Kurdish Workers Party. (PKK). He 
was ordered held for trial on charges of killing a PKK defector in 
Berlin in 1984. West Germany reportedly has sought his extradi- 
tion, The suspect has denied committing the murder. 


Locusts in Caribbean pose little threat 


WASHINGTON iR) — The Caribbean is not seriously threatened 
by African desert locusts that have invaded the area, an interna- 
tional group of insect and crop specialists said in a report released 
Friday. The Agency for International Development (AID) re- 
leased the group’s findings 3fter a recent emergency meeting to 
discuss the Targe swarm of locusts that were first spotted north of 
French Guyana about two weeks ago. The locusts were swept 
across the Atlantic from Cape Verde by hurricane Joan. Officials 
had feared rhe swarm would breed, set up permanent colonies and 
expand into North America. 


U.S. beefs up security in S. Korea 


SEOUL (AP) — Police stepped up security around U.S. legations 
after students hurled a firebomb over the fence of a club for 
American servicemen, police said Saturday. About 20 students 
chanting anti-American slogans hurled homemade explosives at 
the United Service Organisations building Friday night, Seoul 
newspapers reported. Police said there was no damage and nobody 
was injured. Newspapers said the students in Friday’s attack 
scattered leaflets demanding that the United States apologise for 
assaults by American soldiers on South Koreans. 
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AIDS quilt, a memorial to American victims of the 
disease, spread across the Ellipse in Washington, 
with the White House in the background. Friends, 


relatives and supporters of the project read off the 
names of the dead contained in the 8, 288 panel. 


AMDS cure might be a dream, 
U.S. health official warns 


WASHINGTON (R) — The top 
U.S. health officer has offered a 
bleak assessment of man's ability 
to combat AIDS, saying a vaccine 
•may never be found. 


more than one out of every 1,0*30 
people in the United States. 


In an interview Friday with 
Reuters and the international tele- 
vision agency Visnews. U.S. 
Surgeon General C. Everett 
Koop also said taxpayers might 
not forever want to bear the 
financial burden of the deadly 
disease. 


"Remember, we have never 
cured a viral disease. And so, for 
people to have the expectation 
that because this is AIDS and is a 
killer, that we're going to have a 
cure for this vims disease, is a 
little bit fantastical,” he said. 


Koop said the viral disease 
acquired immune deficiency syn- 
drome (AIDS) would strike 
365.000 Americans by 1993 — 


“You know people are just 
dreaming that this could 
happen.” 

Koop said it took 19 years to 
find a vaccine for hepatitis B, a 
relatively simple virus. 

“That's why 1 say I don't see 
anything in this century in the 


way of a vaccine against AIDS.” 
Koop said. “And some of my 
virology friends say, ‘you’re nev- 
er going to see it. It is just too 
complicated, we’ll never do it’.” 

Governments, he said, may 
some day balk at the escalating 
cost of AIDS treatment. 

AZT, the only drug so far 
found that prolongs an AIDS 
patient's life, costs about S9.000 
per person and. Koop said, “only 
produces a postponement of 
death.” 


“So I think while the emotional 
pitch is so high governments re- 
spond to that kind of pressure,” 
he said. 


Hurricane slams Nicaragua 


MANAGUA (AP) — Hurricane 
Joan hit the Nicaraguan coastal 
city of Bluefields Saturday with 
200 kilometre per hour winds and 
blinding rain, tearing off roofs, 
causing blackouts and forcing re- 
sidents to. flee in fear of floods 
and mudslides. 

Nearly 1,000 people were 
evacuated in the early morning 
darkness after floodwaters 
threatened to engulf a Bluefield 
neighbourhood, state radio Voice 
of Nicaragua reported. 

Joan smashed houses and cut 
electricity and telephone service 
in the city, but no casualties were 
reported early Saturday. 

Precautionary evacuations be- 
gan in Managua as the storm 
swept inland, according to a 
newspaper report, while two 


towns in Costa Rica suffered se- 
vere flooding, officials there said. 

Joan late Friday struck Nicar- 
agua’s Great Com Island, state 
radio reported. Despite damage 
to structures, there were no im- 
mediate reports of casualties on 
the island, 72 kilometres from 
Bluefield. 

Heavy winds and rain knocked 
out power in Rama. 100 
kilometres west of Bluefields. 
and strong downpours were re- 
ported in central Chon tales and 
southern Rio San Juan provinces. 

Forecasters with the U.S. 
National Hurricane Centre in 
Coral Gables, Florida, and the 
storm, travelling west at 16 
kilometres per hour, was ex- 
pected to weaken considerably as 
it continued passing over land. 


Flash flood and mudslide warn- 
ings were issued for all of Costa 
Rica. Nicaragua, western Pana- 
ma and eastern Honduras. Fore- 
casters predicted more than 3S 
centimetres of rain would inun- 
date those areas by Sunday. 

Waves of three to five metres 
were expected near the hurri- 
cane's centre and heavy waves 
were reported early Saturday on 
the Caribbean coasts of Nicar- 
agua and Costa Rica. ... . 

At least 52.000 people evacu- 
ated the coasts of Nicaragua and 
Costa Rica as Joan's centre 
headed over Bluefields. 290 
kilometres east of Managua on 
the remote Miskito coast. 

The storm already has left at 
least 26 dead and tens of 
thousands homeless 


Marcos vows to fight charges 


NEW YORK (R) — Ousted Phi- 
lippine President Ferdinand Mar- 
cos. who still dreams of returning 
to his homeland, now must fight 
to stay out of an American jail. 

Marcos, 71, and his wife Im- 
elda were charged Friday in a 
$268 million racketeering scheme 
alleged to have started when he 
was the authoritarian ruler of the 
Philippines and continued into his 
American exile. 

The Marcoses were accused of 
looting the Philippine treasury of 
$103 million and defrauding U.S. 
banks of $165 million. 

“This is a plan hatched and 
begun in the Philippines to move 
massive amounts of money ille- 
gally into the United States.” said 
U.S. attorney Rudolph Giuliani. 
“Then the Marcoses came to the 
United States and continued their 
illegal activities.” 

Saudi Arabian financier Adnan 
Khashoggi. a central figure in the 
secret sale of arms to Iran by 
President Ronald Reagan’s admi- 
nistration. also was indicted. 

A Washington-based lawyer 


for the Marcoses, Richard Hibey, 
told a Honolulu news conference 
that the couple would plead inno- 
cent when arraigned in Manhat- 
tan Oct. 31. 

“The charges are false.” Hibey 
said. 

Philippine President Corazon 
Aquino, who rode to power on a 
civilian-military revolt that forced 
Marcos to flee the country in 
1986, Saturday welcomed the in- 
dictment and said it would deter 
other dictators from plundering 
their countries. 

“I hope that this and other 
similar efforts undertaken in 
other countries to investigate the 
crimes of the Marcoses will lead 
to early recovery of the stolen 
assets that rightfully belong to the 
Filipino people.” she said in a 
statement. 

Hibey charged thaL Marcos had 
been given until Thursday to 
accept or reject a "deal” which 
would have required him and his 
wife to plead guilty to felony 
charges or racketeering — 
obtaining money illegally — and 


testify against others, including 
family members, with no assur- 
ances they would avoid jail. 

Giuliani refused to commeu; 
on any plea bargain negotiations. 

Hibey suggested that the Un- 
ited States promised to indict 
Marcos during negotiations on 
extending agreements covering 
U.S. military bases in the Philip- 
pines. Linder an agreement 
announced earlier this week, the 
United States will pay much less 
for the bases than the Philippine 
government first demanded. 

He expressed concern that 
Marcos “may not be physically 
able to withstand the rigours of a 
criminal trial of this scope and 
magnitude.” 

Marcos did not attend the news 
conference. In the two-and-a-half 
years he has lived in Hawaii, he 
has been treated for a variety of 
illnesses, including chest pains. 

Another Marcos lawyer, John 
J. Tigue, said the Marcoses were 
"deeply disappointed” that 
Reagan did not prevent the in- 
dictment. 


British girl missing 
in Greek ship wreck 


ATHENS (Agencies) — Two 
crew members died and a 14- 
year-old girl was missing after a 
Greek cruise liner packed with 
British school children was in 
collision with a freighter and sank 
Friday night, the Ministry of Mer- 
chant Marine said. 

In the panic following the colli- 
sion off the Port of Piraeus near 
Athens. 72 people were injured. 
Twenty-four remained in hospital 
for treatment and a British 
woman identified as Gwendoline 
Howard lost a leg. 

The two crew members were 
Greek and a ministry spokesman 
said Saturday the missing child 
was Vivienne Barley of Britain, 
one of the 475 children and 
teachers on a cruise aboard the 
ill-fated liner Jupiter. 

The 7,000-tonne Jupiter with a 
crew of 120. was rammed by the 
Italian freighter Adige 15 minutes 
after leaving port for an eight-day 
cruise to the Aegean islands. 

“We heard a great crash and 
the ship immediately started to 
sink. Kids, parents, teachers 
jumped into the sea. There was 
no time to lower the life boats.” 
one Jupiter seaman told repor- 
ters. 

Another crew member said: 
“There were crying children 


everywhere and a number 
jumped with or without vests into 
the sea. At the time they (the 
children) were having dinner. 
Thank God we were near port. If 
not we would had mourned a 
great number of victims.” 

Rescue teams — including 
army helicopters, tugboats and a 
second cruise finer — rushed to 
the scene and plucked some 60 
passengers from the water. An 
army plane firing flares directed 
the operation. 

“This collision could have led 
to a very large loss of life,” 
British Ambassador Sir Jeremy 
Thomas said in a statement of 


praise. 

“I would like to pay tribute to 
all the Greek rescue ser- 
vices.. .and to all those in charge 
of the children for what they did 
throughout the night.” 

“I would also like to pay tri- 
bute to the British schoolchildren 
for their calmness and their cour- 
age. They were an example to us 
all.” he said in a statement. 

Merchant Marine Minister 
Evangelos Yannopoulos said in 
a statement that the Italian 
freighter was to blame and that its 
skipper. Captain Falvio Cami- 
nale, was being held on man- 
slaughter charges. 


Hirohito’s death could 
prompt suicides of elders 


TOKYO (R) — The death of 
Emperor Hirohito, now gravely 
ill in his palace, could prompt the 
suicide of some Japanese who 
identify totally with the man who 
has reigned over them for 62 
years, some academics say. 

Younger Japanese have mixed 
feelings about the emperor's role, 
but his death will profoundly 
affect many elderly people who 
grew up believing that he is a 
living God. 

“Some people may commit 
suicide after the emperor dies as 
happened in 1912 when the Meiji 
Emperor (Hirohito's grand- 
father) passed away," said 
Masayuki Suzuki, professor of 
Japanese history at Kobe Uni- 
versity. 

A social psychologist at a 
Tokyo University, who declined 
to be identified, said that despite 
Hirohito's renunciation of any 


claim ro divinity after World War 
FI some Japanese still believed 
him to be a God. 

Many elderly Japanese, condi- 
tioned by childhood teaching, have 
a profound reverence for the 87- 
year-old emperor even if they do 
not believe him to be divine. 

“Mob psychology is operating 
on those well-wishers.” political 
commentator Hideaki Kase said. 

He also said some Japanese 
could kill themselves on hearing 
of the emperor’s death, particu- 
larly those burdened with person- 
al problems who might find this 
an opportune time to end their 
lives in a manner that accorded 
with deep-rooted Japanese tradi- 
tion. 

“Some Japanese, especially 
those over 50 years, regard the 
emperor with awe, having shared 
joys ^and sorrows with him," 
according to the historian Suzuki. 


Trapped whale reported 
missing, presumed dead 


BARROW, Alaska (AP) — One 
of three trapped whales dis- 
appeared under the ice and was 
presumed dead Saturday, a 
biologist said only hours after 
rescuers scored their greato. suc- 
cess in moving the animals closer 
to open water. 

The whale named Bone was 
last seen late Friday afternoon, 
said Geoff Carroll, a biologist 
helping lead rhe effort to rescue 
the three California gray whales. 

By midnight. Carroll and 
others on the ice near this small 
town on the Arctic Ocean had 
given up hope that Bone might 
rejoin the others. Bone. Cross- 
beak and Bonnet have stuck 
together since becoming trapped 
in unseasonably heavy ice more 
than two weeks ago during their 
annual migration southward. 

The missing whale got its name 
because skin on its snout had 
been rubbed down to the bone by 
the rough ice surrounding a brea- 
thing hole that kept the mammals 
alive. That condition may have 
let to Bone's death, said biologist 
Craig George. 

“Once they get a bone infec- 
tion, they go pretty quick," 
George said. 

Eskimos led the whales almost 
a half-kilometre closer to open 
water earlier Friday by carving a 
string of 24 breathing holes in the 


ice away from the main bole rhe 
animals had been using. 

Meanwhile, a huge, helicopter- 
dropped concrete block bashed a 
trail from the direction of the 


open water. 

About two dozen Eskimo 
volunteers, many of them bow- 
head whale hunters, worked ab- 
out eight hours to cut the three- 
by-nine metre breathing holes 
with chain saws. 

“The whales have moved all 
the way to the 24th hole.” said 
Colonel Tom Carroll, comman- 
der of the Alaska Army National 
Guard's portion of the rescue 
effort. 

De-icers, which keep the holes 
open by agitating the water, freed 
the Eskimos to work on new 
holes. Until the devices arrived 
earlier this week, rescuers had 
spent all their time keeping the 
original breathing holes from 
freezing up. 

Another dozen de-icing devices 
and a dozen more chain saws 
were on the way to Barrow. 

A huge CH-54 skycrane heli- 
copter loaned by the guard began 
working toward the whales from 
about six-kilometre, so as not to 
scare the mammals. It used a five- 
ton, steel-tipped concrete block 
suspended from its belly to punch 
four holes in the ice at 25-metre 
intervals. 


Marcos — iron-fisted ruler for 20 years 


NEW YORK (R) — In his 
lifetime. Ferdinand Marcos has 
played many roles — war hero, 
president of the Philippines, 
authoritarian ruler and political 
exile. 

On Friday he became a man 
fighting to stay out of an Amer- 
ican jail, accused by the U.S. 
government, which once firmly 
supported him, of looting his 
national treasury. 

Marcos ruled the Philippines 
with an iron fist for 20 years 
before ill health, corruption 
and a revolt by his army backed 
by millions of ordinary' 
in February 1986 forced him 
into exile in Hawaii. 

A brilliant lawyer and an 
imposing orator. Marcos for 
many years enjoyed popularity 
and prestige at home and the 
friendship and praise of Amer- 
ican presidents abroad. 

But as the Philippine eco- 
nomy collapsed amid massive 


corruption and as rebellion 
against his increasingly auto- 
cratic rule mounted, the ailing 
president relied more and more 
on guile and stem measures to 
retain power. 

The once-authoritarian fi- 
gure, surrounded by 
sycophants, fled his country 
following a military uprising 
with popular backing and after 
the United States finally with- 
drew its support. 

Dubbed corrupt and despo- 
tic by his critics. Marcos was 
the first man to win the pres- 
idency twice, in 1965 and 1969. 
as he vowed to “make this 


by the murder in 1983 of Benig- 
no Aquino, the opposition 
leader considered his most 
dangerous challenger, -that 
Marcos first seemed to be los- 
ing his powerful grip. 

When he called presidential 
elections in early 1986, 
Aquino's widow Corazon 
plunged into the political fray 
to run against him. 

Winning the support of the 
people, “Cory” Aquino be- 
came a focus of opposition to 
Marcos, who was forced to flee 
after widespread condemna- 
tion of his rigging of the elec- 
tion. 


introduce democracy. 

While he and his ambitious, 
former beauty queen wife Im- 
elda enjoyed a fabulous lifes- 
tyle with their close circle, the 
economy wilted under misman- 
agement and corruption, and 
communist rebels waging a 
bloody war in the countryside 
gained strength. 


the U.S. air force planes that 
escorted the Marcos entourage 
into exile were found to be 
carrying more than $1.5 million 
in newly printed Philippine 
pesos and over $5 million 
worth of jewellery. 


Although Marcos' salary was 
only $3,000 a year, his wife, 
popularly known as the “iron 
butterfly ” who loved to con- 
sort with the rich and famous, 
bad accounts at the Best stores 
in Paris, Rome and New York. 


A reporter ’who visited the 
abandoned presidential palace 
in Manila said Imelda had left 
behind enough expensive de- 
signer clothes, shoes, handbags 
and other accessories to fill a 
department store. 


country great again." 

But it was his subsequent 
imposition of martial law for 
nine years and the imprison- 
ment of many of his critics that 
helped keep him at the centre 
of political power. 

It was not until the popular 
and economic unrest sparked 


U.S. concern 


The United States, anxious - 
to maintain stability in the 
former Amerrian colony because 
of the strategic importance of 
its two large military bases 
there, had appealed to. Marcos 
to stamp out corruption and 


According to investigations 
both in the Philippines and by a 
U.S. Senate committee, Mar- 
cos diverted aid and investment 
into his own pocket and helped 
the business interests of his 
associates to flourish. 

A glimpse of Marcos’ enor- 
mous riches was revealed when 


According to U.S. congres- 
sional investigators, Marcos 
and his family diverted huge 
sums of money — some said 
about $3 billion — abroad over 
the years, investing particularly 
in expensive New York prop- 
erty. 

Aquino’s government 
pledged it would use any legal 
means available to recover the 
money. 



Gay Rodeo 
stampeded out 


FALLON. Nevada (R) — The 
International Gay Rodeo Asso- 
ciation has been stampeded out 
of a fourth Nevada town where it 
tried to hold its annual cham- 
pionship. District Judge Archie 
Blake Friday banned organisers 
from holding the event in Fallon 
and the Nevada Supreme Court 
upheld the decision. Prosecutors 
had soughi the injunction on the 
grounds that the organ isers had 
failed to provide plans for dealing 
with traffic, sanitation and crowd 
control. But an attorney for the 
American Civil Liberties Union 
(ACLU), who appealed rhe in- 
junction, said the issue was not 
health or safety but “political 
expression and freedom of 
speech.” The association's presi- 
dent has blamed anti-homosexual 
discrimination for the bans. 


Half of France 
watches lesbian film 


PARIS (R) — Half of France's 
television viewers waited up to 
watch a pornographic film after a 
private channel was forced to 
postpone its screening from 
prime time. The Council of State, 
France’s legal watchdog, had 
threatened La Cinq channel with 
a one million franc ($160,400) 
fine if it showed the lesbian movie 
“Joy and Joan” at 8:30 p.m. 
Thursday. Television viewing in- 
stitutes said 50 per cent of viewers 
stayed up to watch it at 11:45 
p.m. 


U.S. dogs 
fight drugs 


LAGOS (R) — U.S.-bred sniffer 
dogs reported for duty at Lagos 
airport this week and have 
already helped catch five drug 
smugglers, a Nigerian minister 
sakfFriday. Justice Minister Bola 
Ajibcla said the five dogs would 
soon be joined by others at all 
international ports and airports, 
Lagos radio reported. The dogs, 
whose breed was not specified, 
are part of joint moves to fight 
The heroin Transit trade in Niger- 
ia. Senior U.S. and Nigerian legal 
officials are meeting in Lagos to 
negotiate a treaty on muruaJ 
assistance in combating drugs- 
related crime The U.S. ambassa- 
dor, Princeton Lyman, said in a 
speech this month that incom- 
plete statistics showed 1,003 
Nigerians were arrested around 
rhe world in 1986 for drug traf- 
ficking. 


Builder sues 
dagger 


SANTA ANA. California (R) — 
The builder of a waterfall and 
stream on Mick Jagger's Carib- 
bean island hideaway has sued 
the rock singer for refusing to pay 
more than ”$ 10,000. Encon En- 
vironmental Conservation, a 
California contractor, alleged in a 
lawsuit filed in federal court 
Thursday that Jagger agreed to 
pay the cost of all materials in 
advance and then pay later for 
labour and airfare expenses. 
According to the suit, the lead 
singer of the Rolling Stones paid 
$27,000 but refused to hand over 
an additional $10,065 for the pro- 
ject on the tiny island of Mus- 
tique. 


Rare finds 
in Moscow 


MOSCOW (AP) — Electric ap- 
pliances such as refrigerators., 
irons and washing machines have 
vanished from Moscow stores, 
partly because production levels 
have stagnated amid rising de- 
mand, a newspaper reported Sun- 
day. The article in Trud. the 
Soviet labour daily, was the latest 
in a series of recent exposes on 

what the Soviets call “deficits” 

the disappearance of goods from 
stores Muscovites are coping 
with deficits on hard-to-find pro- 
ducts ranging from razor Wades 
to detergent. President Mikhail 
Gorbachev has said an improve- 
ment in the array of goods and 
services available to Soviet con- 
sumers is needed to prove his 
economic reform has taken hold. 
But problems with quality and 
quahty abound. The Trud report 
said that in some cases, Soviets 
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Heroin in a spool 
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